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SECTION 1: PLAN SUMMARY

As we begin a new century, the Town of Northbridge,
like so many of its neighbors, is concerned about
growth, loss of town character, degradation of its
natural resources, loss of agricultural and forest lands
and the adequacy of its recreational opportunities. The
2002 Northbridge Open Space and Recreation Plan
outlines strategies to deal with these issues. This plan
will provide a blueprint to enable the Town to:

1.
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Prescrve the character of Northbridge by
managing future growth

Prevent environmental disasters resulting
from building in inappropriate areas

Preserve wildlife habitats and wildlite
corridors

Preserve agricultural land and promote
continued agricultural use

Provide a greenway network throughout the
town that will link to greenways in adjacent
communities.

Distribute recrcation and open space
resources equitably throughout the
community

Increase public awareness of the
community's rivers, ponds, brooks and
streams

Enhance access to water bodies for
swimming, boating, fishing, and skating.

Over the last sixteen years, Northbridge has undertaken
a number of studies and adopted plans relating to these
issues. In each case it arrived at similar conclusions.
Northbridge adopted its first Open Space and
Recreation Plan in 1985. The five goals presented in
that plan were:
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1. Protect open space and scenic areas

!J

Preserve and enhance the town’s water
resources

3. Provide for planned, controlled growth
in the town

4. Provide the town with well-balanced
recreational opportunities

5. Enhance and increase conservation lands
in the town'

In 1994, Northbridge adopted a revised Master Plan.
GOALS OF THE The “Lan-d Use Policy Implementatic-m Plan™ section of
1994 MASTER the plan lists a number of “Community Character
PLAN Goals” and “Natural Resource Goals™. These goals are
similar to those stated in the 1985 Northbridge Open
Space Plan. In the last seven years, a number of the
report’s recommendations were implemented including:

* Adopt a flgxible development / cluster
development bylaw

*  Adopt an aquifer protection bylaw

* Increase the minimum lot size allowed in the
aquifer recharge area on the west side of the
town

* Adopt an erosion control bylaw

* Increase the minimum lot size allowed in R-2
(Residential-2} in arcas not served by sewer

1 Town of Northbridge Open Space and Recreation Plan, p.27. Central Mass Regional
Planning Commission, Nov. 1985




SECTION 2: INTRODUCTION

STATEMENT OF
PURPOSE

PLANNING PROCESS
AND PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION

Members of the Open
Space Commirtee

Without good planning, the character of Northbridge
can be dramatically altered in a short period of time by
random changes in land use patterns. This open space
and recreation plan will replace the Open Space Plan
adopted by the town in 1985. As development pressure
increases, the issues of preserving the town's character,
protecting the natural resources and providing
recreational opportunities gain importance. The 2002
Northbridge Open Space and Recreation Plan provides
a framework within which the residents of
Northbridge can determine the future of the town by
balancing the pressures for development with the desire
to preserve open space.

OPEN SPACE REFERS TO CONSERVATION LAND,
RECREATION LAND, AGRICULTURAL LAND,
CORRIDOR PARKS, SMALL PARKS, PLAY
GROUNDS, GREENWAYS AND TRAILS. ITALSO
INCLUDES PRIVATE LANDS WITH
CONSERVATION OR RECREATION POTENTIAL.

In the fall of 1999, the Northbridge Board of Selectmen
established a nine member Open Space and Recreation
Committee. The committee included one member from
the Planning Board, Conservation Commission, and
Recreation Commission plus five members at large
appointed by the Board of Selectmen. The committee
consists of the following individuals:

Barbara Gaudette: Chairperson (Planning
Board Member)

Julie Meyers: Vice-Chairperson (Member-at-
Large)

Raymond Kane: Clerk (Member at Large and
member of the Historical Commission)

Sharron Ampagoomian: Member at large
Prisciila Arbuckle: Member at large

Andrew Chagnon: Conservation Commission
Member
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THE PROCESS

RESIDENTS’
SURVEY

Henry Lane: Member at large
Darren Peckham: Member at large

John Ramian: Chairman, Playground and
Recreation Commission

The first phase of the process was to compile the
necessary data along with supporting docurnents and
maps. The Town of Northbridge Open Space and
Recreation Plan (Central Mass Regional Planning
Commission, 1985), the Natural Resources Study
(1989) and the 1994 Northbridge Master Plan
provided much of the background information.

The Committee met approximately once a month for
more than a vear and a half to review and analyze all of
the background information, available maps, and
property inventory. The committee also recognized that
the plan must accurately reflect the attitudes,
preferences and needs of the residents and sought
public input in a number of ways.

A survey was developed to give residents an opportunity to
express their opinions on the subject. The survey was mailed
to each residence as part of the 1999 Annual Town Warrant. It
was distributed again in the fall of 1999 at the second session
of the Annual Town Meeting. The survey results were used to
determine the needs of individual neighborhoods as well as
needs of the community as a whole relative to open space and
recreation improvements. The respondents expressed concern
about maintaining town character, the rate of residential
growth, high property taxes, the need for additional recreation
and conservation lands and the loss of agricultural lands. The
majority of the respondents also indicated a desire to:

» Preserve buildings of historic or architectural
interest

« Preserve areas for wild life corridors
» Prescrve open space areas to protect natural resources

» Preserve open space areas for passive recreation -- The
respondents favored the creation of bike paths, trails, an
ice-skating rink, sports fields, playgrounds, public
swimming areas and an outdoor amphitheater.



The local newspaper, The Blackstone Valley News
Tribune, ran a number of articles dealing with the
work of the committee.

The Open Space Committee a letter to owners of large or
otherwise significant land parcels to inform them about the
Open Space Committee’s work and ask if they had interest in
preserving their property from development. (See Appendix
“C” for a copy of the letter.)

A public hearing was held in the spring of 2002.

The land parcel inventory was compiled from information
supplied by the Northbridge Assessors Office. The Open
Space Committee spent countless hours reviewing the
assessors’ plats to determine which parcels are of
conservational or recreational interest. A list of criteria was
established to evaluate parcels. it includes the following:

+ Size of the parcel
 Environmenta! significance of the parcel

«  Whether the parcel is located in the aquifer
protection Zone

» Potential for the parcel to connect to existing open
space parcels

» Recreational potential of the parcel



SECTION 3: COMMUNITY SETTING

REGIONAL
CONTEXT

HISTORY OF THE
COMMUNITY

Northbridge is located in the heart of the Blackstone
River Valley in central Massachusetts. The towns of
Grafton, Upton, Mendon, Uxbridge and Sutton border
it. It is adjacent to Route 146, the major highway route
connecting the cities of Worcester, Massachusetts and
Providence, Rhode Island. Northbridge is roughly
twelve miles from Worcester and twenty miles from
Providence. lts proximity to the Blackstone River and
its tributaries had a significant effect upon the
settlement and development of the community. The
opening of the Blackstone Valley/ Route 146 exit of the
Mass Pike and the improvements to Route 146 will
have a profound effect on its development in the years
ahead.

Northbridge was incorporated in 1772. Prior to that
date, it was the northern part of the Town of Uxbridge
(hence its name). Uxbridge had spun off from Mendon
in 1727. The economy of the early settlers in the area
was mainly agricultural. In the eighteenth century,
small grist mills and saw mills developed along the
rivers. A forge shop was established adjacent to the
falls of the Mumford River in 1727. Over time
additional industries were established including the
“Boot Shop” at Northbridge Center. The boot shop
produced thousands of pairs of shoes and boots by the
mid 1800s.> In 1809, the Whitin family founded the
cotton spinning industry near the old forge on the banks
of the Mumford River. Before long, the textile industry
overshadowed all the other businesses in town.

From the early 1800°s until the 1960s, Northbridge
could accurately be described as a “mill town™. The




town developed around the mill villages of Rockdale,
Riverdale, Linwood and Whitinsville. Whitinsville,

the largest of the villages, developed along a feudalistic
model. The owners of the Whitin Machine Works,
pianned, built and controlled the village.

Development was concentrated in the area surrounding
the mill. The Shop, as it was called, constructed and
maintained housing for its workers. The housing types
ranged from single-family dwellings to six family units
and boarding houses. The mill owners constructed most
of the municipal buildings and infrastructure. The
village was thoughtfully laid out with a variety of
amenities, such as street trees, parks, playing fields, and
other recreational facilities. The Shop owners, the
Whitins, wanted to develop an appealing community to
attract the workers necessary to continually expand the
manufacturing business. They also maintained control
of the town by actively participating in town
government. Principals in the mill held the majority of
the positions in the local government.

During the 1950°s and 1960’s, Northbridge experienced
a significant transformation as the factories began to
close. After the largest one, the Whitin Machine
Works, was sold in the 1960s’, Northbridge went
through a period of decline. With the main benefactor
gone, the economy faltered. Nearly every facet of life
was affected by the loss of the industrial base. Jobs
were lost and the housing units, once owned by the
shop, were sold to individuals. The town struggled to
regain its identity. In recent years, Northbridge has
made a significant recovery.

Evidence of the “Whitin" era is present throughout
Northbridge. Numerous buildings of high architectural
quality include: the Memorial Town Hall, the
Whitinsville Social Library, the Whitinsville Bank
Building, mill buildings and numerous private
residences. These buildings were designed by
prominent architects and built by the Whitins. This rich
heritage is part and parcel of the character of the Town
of Northbridge.

Northbridge is the most densely populated of the cleven
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POPULATION AND
HOUSING
CHARACTERISTICS

POPULATION

towns of the Blackstone Valley. The town developed
around compact mill villages. Much of the mill
housing still exists and provides Northbridge with a
variety of housing types to meet the needs of a diverse
population. In recent years, the relatively low land
costs have been an incentive for developers to build
single-family homes in Northbridge. Lots along
existing streets were developed and numerous
subdivisions sprouted up throughout the town.

Although most of the development in the town was
concentrated in the village centers, hundreds of acres
within a mile of the center of the village of Whitinsville
were not developed. When the Whitin Machine Works
was sold in the 196Q’s the land was included in the
package. It remained undeveloped land until the 1990s.
The subsequent owners submitted development plans
for the large parcel off of Hill Street and for a second
parcel off of Providence Road. A Planned Unit
Development was approved in 2000 for the Hill Street
parcel. When it is eompleted, the “Hills of
Whitinsville” will include 110 single-family homes and
92 condominium units.

In 1960 the population of Northbridge was 10,800. It
grew steadily but at a declining rate from 1960 to 1980.
During the 1980s as the Blackstone Valley became a
desirable location for new residential homes; a mild
building boom pushed the population count beyond
projections. In 1990 the population was 13,272, a
figure agreed upon by the U.S. Census and the Town
Clerk’s count. The Northbridge Town Clerk states that
the town's population in 2000 reached 13,784, a 4%
increase over the decade. The 2000 U.S. Census
figures show that the population in Northbridge
declined 10 13,172, down roughly .5% during the last
decade.



NORTHBRIDGE POPULATION 1960-2000

YEAR POPULATION PERCENT CHANGE
1960 10,800
1970 11,795 9.2%
1980 12,246 3.8%
1990 13,272 8.4%
13,182
2000 -6%
(U.S. Census Data)
13,784
2000 4%
(Northbridge Town Clerk Census Data)}

Table 1. .S, Census Bureau and the Northbridge Town Clerk

Raw population numbers do not provide sufficient
information to determine the open space and recreation
needs of the community. Breaking down the population
into various age groups makes it easier to identify
patterns of need and interest. The Federal Census data
uses the following groups: a) under 15, b) fifteen to
forty four, ¢) forty-five to sixty-four and d) sixty-five
and older.
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POPULATION BY AGE FROM 1980-2000

AGE NUMBER | PERCENT | NUMBER | Sfhoras | NUMBER PERCENT

GROUP 1980 1980 1990 1990 2000 2000
<15 2941 24% 3049 23% 3072 23.3%
15-44 5244 42.8% | 6167 46% 5471 41.5%
45-64 2380 19.4% 2191 16% 2818 21.4%
65+ 1681 13.7% 1964 15% 1821 13.8%

Tabte 2. U.S. Census Bureau

POPULATION BY

AGE IN 2000

SCHOOL

POPULATION

Table 2 shows a population breakdown based on the
age groups. The population distribution has remained
stable during the last twenty years. The 15-44-age
group decreased 4-'2 % from 1990 to 2000, while the
45-64 age group increased nearly 5-%2 %.

A look at the public school population may clarify the
picture, In 1994-1995 the total enrollment in the
Northbridge School System was 1958 students. In
1997-1998 the enrollment was 2,234 and in October
2000 the total enrollment of the Northbridge School
systern was 2,383. The projected enrollment for the
year 2005 is 2667 students from pre-kindergarten
through grade twelve. These figures do not include the
school age children who reside in Northbridge but
attend the Whitinsville Christian School or other out of
town private schools.

Roughly 23% of the population is 15 years or younger
and more than 41% of the total population is between
15 and 44 years of age. These figures indicate a need
for recreational facilities to serve these segments of the
population. Northbridge has responded to this necd by
constructing two new soccer fields and providing _
lighting to the Linwood Playground basketball courts.
A group of private citizens developed a playground
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adjacent to the Balmer School to serve elementary aged
children. Another private group created a tot lot on
town-owned property on Cross Street. The private non-
profit Whitin Community Center expanded its programs
to make their facility and programs more accessible to
the community.



GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT

PATTERNS

Mill
Housing

Northbridge began as a rural community. The early
settlers cleared the land for agricultural use. During the
19™ century compact villages surrounded by
agricultural land characterized the Town’s
development. In later half of the 20" century, most
development occurred along existing streets (Form-A
lots) and subdivisions scattered throughout the town.

During the real estate boom of the 1980s, individuals
purchased many of the multi-family mills housing units.
When the economy worsened, many ended up in
foreclosure. Under bank ownership, the buildings
experienced further decline. Northbridge has sought
and received grants to rehabilitate many of themn. The
strong economy of the late 1990s eased the problem.

There are still some areas of blight in the town but
conditions are improving.

Heritage Park on Linwood Avenue is the only large-
scale condominium project in the town. It was built in
the 1980s and is comprised of 249 units. Northbridge
has three elderly housing complexes, three private
nursing homes and one assisted living facility.
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EXISTING HOUSING STOCK

Two Family
18%

Single Family
Attached

5%

Multi-Family
24%

Single Family
J 53%

Chart 1 Northbridge Assessors Office 2000

HOUSING TYPES

Chart #1 shows the types of housing available in the
Northbridge. The town has a high percentage of duplex
and multifamily dwellings. Many were built prior to
1940 as mill housing. These units were owned and
maintained by the shop. When the factories closed they
were sold to individuals. One of the former mili
buildings, the Whitinsville Cotton Mill, was converted
to apartments in 1976. A school building in Rockdale
was converted to senior housing. An entire
neighborhood of multifamily units built by a mill
owner, Rockdale Commons, was rehabilitated in the
1970s.

BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED FOR
SINGLE FAMILY HOUSES 1990- 2001
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TABLE 3. Northbridge Building Inspector
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DEALING WITH
INCREASED
GROWTH AND ITS
IMPACTS

The increase in number of single-family dwellings has
had an impact on the town. There are distribution
problems in the water supply systems as indicated in
the 1999 Woodward and Kearns Report. The water tank
located on Hill Street is being replaced to improve
water distribution and to accommodate increased
demand. The sewer system is inadcquate. There are
plans to update the sewer plant but improvements to the
collection system and extensions of the system will be
necessary to provide service for a number of proposed
subdivisions.

The Master Plan, adopted in 1994, recommended
several actions to deal with the increased growth and its
impacts.

» Adopt an Aquifer Protection
Bylaw (adopted in 1996)

¢ Increase minimum lot sizes in the
aquifer protection area (area was
rezoned to R-1 in 1995)

o Adopt a flexible development
bylaw to allow reduced lot sizes
while preserving open space
(adopted in 1996)

¢ Increase lot sizes in some areas -
The minimum lot size in the
residential-2 (R-2) zone, in areas
not serviced by sewer, was
increased to 40,000 sq. ft. in
1998.

Some issues still necd to be addressed. We need to do a
better job protecting our valuable water resources. Our
streams and brooks are not adequately protected.
Carpenter Rescrvoir, which lies in the center of the
aquifer protection area, is vulnerable. Under current
regulations, it is possible, to build as close as 25° to the
water's edge (with the permission of the Conservation
Commission). Whitinsville Water Company owns
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most of the property surrounding Carpenter Reservoir
and the company has indicated that it does not intend to
develop it. However, the water company land is not
“protected land” and should be considered vulnerable.

At the present time the Planning Board is reviewing a
number of residential subdivisions. (See Table 5.)
Several of these projects are large and if all of them are
completed, Northbridge will have hundreds of new
single family homes and more than two hundred
condominium units.
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RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION STATUS IN APRIL 2002

NAME NUMBER OF | PERMITTING CONSTRUCTION
» UNITS STATUS STATUS

Brian Circle 11 single A 4 List of items remain before
family pprove strect can be accepted

Castle Hill Estates | 54 Single List of items remain before
Family Approved street can be accepted

Clover Hill Estates | 32 Single A p List of items remain before
Family pprove sireet can be accepted

Deer Track Estates | 4 single A ed Binder Course Complcted
family pproved 1 9-01

Delbar Estates 12 Single List of items remain before
Familv Approved street can be accepted

Eben Chamberlain { 15 Single Approved Binder Course Completed

Road Family 3/2000 7-00

Greenmeadow 9 Single List of items remain befare

Estates Family street can be accepted

Graystone Estates | 52 Single The town has accepied
Family Approved several roads in the

subdivision.

The Hills (PUD) 111 Single Binder Course on Phase |
Family, 92 Approved completed, Phase 2 under
condominiums construction

Presidential Farms | 103 Single Approved

(Flex.) Family 6/2000

Endorsed 2/01

Rescrvoir Heights | 73 Single Approved Phase 1 binder course

(Flexibie Devel.) | Family 6/2000 compleied. Phasc 2 under

construction

Shining Rock 18 Single Approved Under Construction

Phase 1 Family

{conventional

subdivision)

Shining Rock Golf | 38 single Prelim. Plan

Community family, 104 and special
condominiums | permit

approved.

Definitive plan
under review

Table 5. Northbridge Planning Board Data
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PROJECTED BUTLD OUT

The 1994 Master Plan projected the maximum build out
under current zoning was estimated at 25,000 residents,
with development occurring through out the town. In
2000, Central Mass Regional Planning Commission
completed a build out analysis for the town. (See Table
5). The report projects a build out population of 23,824
residents. The report also estimates that, in the year
2000, Northbridge had 4,792 acres of developable land
remaining. This information is valuable. It emphasizes
the point that we must plan for orderly growth — build
what needs to be built and save what needs to be saved.

We must consider the needs of a growing population.
Will the town have sufficient land to build schools, and
other public buildings? Will the town have sufficient
land to provide adequate recreational opportunities for
its residents?  Will the town save sufficient land to
protect the environment, preserve the scenic vistas, and
the like? If nothing is done, little residual open space
will remain. The most vulnerable areas are within the
aquifer protection zone and the existing agricultural
areas.
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SUMMARY BUILDOUT STATISTICS

(New Development and Associated Impacts — Northbridge)

2000 ADDITIONAL TOTAL AT
FROM BUILDOUT BUILDOUT
Developable Land (sq. ft.) [ 208,739,520 I R
sq. ft.
Developable Land (acres) 4,792 acres *haEEd Fakaokx
Housing Units 5,672 3014 8686
Comm/Indus. buildable Unknown 3,699.522 sq. fi. FREER
Floor Area (sq. fl.)
Residential Water Use 1,079.925 pgpd 706,875 gpd 1,786,800 gpd
{gallons per day)
Comuny/ Indus Water Usc Unknown 304,674 gpd FREEER
{Gallons per day)
Municipal Solid Waste 8,683 tons 5,674 tons 14,357 tons
(Tons)
Non-Recycled Solid 5,256 tons " 3,440 tons 8,696 tons
Waste (Tons)
Residents 14,399 0,425 23,824
School-age Children 2,836 1,765 4,601
Road Miles 69.4 miles 63.27 miles 132.67 miles

Table 6. " Northbridge Build out Analysis™. Central Mass Regional Planning Commission. 2000
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SECTION 4. ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS

Geology, Soils and Topography

LANDSCAPE
CHARACTER

TOPOGRAPHY

The environmental inventory focuses on the town’s
physical characteristics.

The landscape of Northbridge is characterized by
rolling hills, a low river valley, an upland ridge, and a
high plateau. The Blackstone River runs from north to
south through the center of the town. It is a prominent
feature that contributes to the character of the town’s
landscape.

The land rises steeply from the Blackstone River's
eastern bank to form an upland ridge. The majority of
the steeper slopes, those greater than 8%, are located in
the eastern half of the town. Shining Rock, which is a
high point at 530’ dbove sea level, is located on the
town's eastern border and the Lange parcel southeast of
Riverdale Street is 496’ above sea level. The
southwestern corner has several areas of slopes with
grades greater then 15%. Although the northwestern
area of Northbridge is fairly level, the highest
elevations are found in its northwest corner. The
highest point in Northbridge is six hundred feet in
elevation. It is located between Pollard Road and Sutton
Street. The central and south areas contain gentle (less
than 8% and moderate, 8-15%, slopes broken by areas
of short steep grades (greater than 15%). Elevations
decrease as one moves south to the Uxbridge town line
(350}, and east toward the Blackstone River (250°).

Topography is the shape of the landscape, defined by
changes in elevation over a distance. On a plan or
map, changes in elevation are shown as contour lines.
These lines describe what is happening on the ground.
For example, they indicate hills, valleys, and steep
slopes.

Topographic features influence how the land can be
used.

Local topographic conditions should be considered
20



Impact of
topographic
conditions on land
development

SOILS

when developing a recreation and conservation plan for
a number of reasons:

1) Steep slopes place severe limitations on
facility development. Slopes greater

than 15% are generally considered
"steep" and in most cases are not
suitable for development. Certain soils
associated with steep slopes are subject
to slippage through gravity. Site
improvements in these areas tend to be
costly. Steep slopes make placement
of on-site septic systems difficult.

2) Recreation or conservation activities
must be compatible with local
topographic conditions. Play fields, and
the like require broad flat lands. Hiking
trails, on the other hand, are well suited
to areas of rolling hills and moderate
slopes.

3} Land possessing unique natural features

or qualities should be identified and
protected. Many rare landforms such as
chasms, gorges, and rugged terrain, may
represent severe constraints on
development while offering excellent
opportunities as public conservation
land. Areas that are environmentally
sensitive and lands offering significant
views should also be preserved.

4} Rolling hills and scenic vistas are

aesthetically pleasing and should be
valued by the community.

Soil analysis can be a useful tool to

Identify a varicty of landscape features
including gravel beds, riverbeds, steep slopes,
and suitable land for agriculture. The Soil
Conservation Service categorizes and maps
soils. The SCS data separates the landscape into
regions or areas, which, by nature of the soils

21



Soil Groups

found in it can support similar issues. The soil
delineations are useful only as a broad
assessment. Site-specific analysis is necessary
prior to making decisions regarding the
appropriate uses for a specific parcel.

Soil characteristics can be a significant factor
when determining the development suitability of
a site. Soil characteristics indicate whether or
not the placement of utilities, including on-site
septic systems, is possible.

Soils that are unsuitable for development may be well
suited for passive recreation or conservation use.

The Worcester County soil Conservation Service has
identified eleven general soil types in Worcester
County, Seven of these are found in the Town of
Northbridge.

The following soil groups are not suitable for high-
density development but present only slight
limitations for the passive and active recreation.

1) Soil Group #1 has steep slopes and
stony soils with frequent bedrock out crops
interspersed. This is the most common soil
group found within Northbridge. About
half of the soils in the group are shallow to
bedrock while the remaining soils are
moderately well drained with hardpan.
Hardpan soils severely restrict the
downward movement of water. The
bedrock that is close to the surface and the
presence of hardpan severely restricts high-
density development. However, these soils
present only slight limitations for the passive
and active recreation on these sites.

2} Soil Groups #5 is found in smaller areas

in the western part of the town. Group #5 is

composed of droughty and well-drained

sandy and gravelly soils. These soils are not

suitable for high-density development but

are suitable for recreational uses. The gravel
22



deposits are a resource and several of these
areas have been mined.

3) Soil Group #10 follows the floodplain
of the Blackstone River from north to south
through the town. The common soils in this
group are droughty Hinckley soils, the
somewhat droughty Merrimac series and the
poorly drained Rumney series. All of these
soils are sandy and gravelly and are subject
to flooding. On site septic systems function
adequately here, but there are moderate
limitations for high-density development.
Limitations are minimal for agriculture,
woodlands and recreational use. Large
areas of this soil group lie along the
Blackstone River.

Areas characterized by Sqil Group #9 are best left as
natural habitats,

1) Soil Group #9 is found in small areas in
the western part of the Town. Group #9 soils
can best be characterized as “muck”. They
are poorly drained mineral soils that are
usually found in wetland areas. These soils
are typically saturated for seven or more
months of the year. Wetness imposes scvere
restrictions on development. These areas
should be left as conservation areas and
wildlife habitats.

The following soil groups can, in general
accommodate higher density development;

1) Soil Group #4 can be found in two areas
in the southern sections of Northbridge, east
and west of the Blackstone River. The
major soils of this group arc droughty to
well-drained and gravelly soils on terraces.
All soils in this group have a rapid
permeability. In general, these soils can
accommodate higher density development
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CHANGES IN
LANDSCAPE
CHARACTER

such as commercial and industrial
development. Limitations are minimal for
agricultural and recreation uses since the
solids are easily tilled.

2) Seil Group #2 is found running north to
south in the west central section of the town.
The soils in this group are deep, well-
drained soils that surround relatively small
tracts of shallow to bedrock soils. The deep
soils found in these areas are often very
stony, although much of this Jand was at one
time used for agriculture and has been
partially cleared of surface stones. The soils
in these areas place slight limitations upon
agriculture, woodland, and recreational uses.
Group 2 soils can support residential
development with few constraints.

3) Soil Group #7 is predominant in the
western portion of Northbridge, west of
Carpenter Reservoir. The area is
characterized by low, irregular hills with
shallow to bedrock soil and deep

4) Wecll-drained soils without hardpan.
These soils create only slight limitations for
agricultural, woodland or recreational
development.

The creation of several large subdivisions over the past
ten years has had an impact on the overall scenic
character of the town. The greatest impact was the loss
of many acres of woodland. The majority of the lots in
these subdivisions vary in size varies from 20,000 sq. ft.
to 30,000 sq. ft. Very little land was set aside as open
space. In the late 1980s’ Northbridge adopted a
Planned Unit Development Bylaw. The bylaw atlowed
mixed uses and reduced lot sizes as long as a minimum
of 30% of the tract was set-aside as open space. One
residential P.U.D. was approved and is now under
construction. “The Hills” will have 110 single-family
houses and 92 condominium units. The P.U.D. bylaw
was repealed.



WATER RESOURCES

Northbridge adopted a flexible development bylaw in
1996. The bylaw allows concentrated development. In
a flexible development, the number of housing units
remains the same as permitted in the underlying zone;
however, the size of individual lots is reduced, and at
least 30% of the parcel is maintained as open space.
Since the bylaw was adopted, the Planning Board has
considered three flex-developments. All three have
been approved. The first, Adams Circle, has been
completed. The second, Presidential Farms, will have
about one hundred single-family homes. Roughly 45
acres will be set aside as open space. Fifteen acres will
remain as agricultural land and twenty-six acres of
woodland will be preserved. The project also includes
a paved bike path and a walking trail. The third,
Reservoir Heights, will include 76 single-family homes
on smaller lots and 75 acres will be preserved.
Reservoir Heights is located in an area that is extremely
environmentally sensitive. The use of the Flexible
Development has allowed the sensitive areas to be
saved.

Water resources include rivers, streams, wetlands and
floodplains. These resources must be protected to
maintain a healthy environment. Water resources also
provide numerous recreational opportunities.

Northbridge is located in the center of the Blackstone
River Watershed. A watershed is a geographic area in
which water flows down stream to a common point
such as a river, lake or bay. Since all water flowing
over the land within a particular watershed will drain
into the same rivers, strcams, lakes, or ponds, all of the
natural and human-made conditions within the
watershed will have an impact on a particular
watercourse or water body. Potential non-peint
pollutant sources such as concentrations of septic
system effluents and urban and agricultural runoft can
have cumulative adverse impacts.

Water resources have been important in the
development of Northbridge. Surface water bodies
occupy 3.5% of the town’s total area. Three rivers, the
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The Blackstone River

Blackstone River, the Mumford River and the West
River run through the town. The industrial revolution
started and thrived in this area because of the
availability of hydroelectric power. Today, the town
relies, in part, upon surface water for its municipal
water supply. In addition, surface water resources
provide recreational opportunities, scenic beauty and
wildlife habitats.

The community’s major water resource is the
Blackstone River and its tributaries. The Blackstone
River originates in Leicester, Massachusetts, flows
through Worcester south to southeast through
Northbridge. Tt continues flowing south into Rhode
[sland and eventually empties into Narragansett Bay.
The river was known as "America’s hardest working
river’™, 1t has also been designated as one of America’s
Heritage Rivers. Its® major tributaries are the
Quinsigamond River, the West River and the Mumford
River. The Blackstone River falls fifty feet in its six-
mile flow through the town. One of the four flow
gauging stations monitoring the Blackstone is located in
Northbridge. The average flow of this segment of the
river from October 1939 to September 1970 was 237
cubic feet per second.

The Blackstone River was severely polluted by the
industries that developed along its banks. Cleanup
efforts began in the Iate 1970’s, but there are still
serious pollution problems. Sediment left by industry,
inefficient wastewater treatment plants and non-point
source pollution continue to affect the water quality.
Efforts are being made to pressure the Federal
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the
Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Management {(DEM) to require discharge limits for
metal when the wastewater treatment plants apply for
re-licensing. As the major fresh-water tributary to the
Narragansett Bay, the Blackstone River pollutants from

3 Bickford, Walter and Damon Ute, Eds. An Atlas of Massachuselts River Systems, Environmenial Designs
for the Future, UJmass Press, Amherst. 1990. P.52. i
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The Mumford River

The West River

Massachusetts contribute heavily to the environmental
problems in the Bay. The environmental problems
include eutrophication, poisoning of shellfish and other
bottom-feeders, and harm 1o sensitive estuaries and to
the rare and endangered species that inhabit those areas.

The Town of Northbridge is not without fault in
contributing to the degradation of the Blackstone River.
Department of Environmental Management studies
indicate that the Northbridge Wastewater Treatment
Facility discharges chromium, nickel. copper, cadmium
and zinc into the river.

The Mumford River flows southeast from the
Northbridge’s western border and joins the Blackstone
River in Uxbridge. The first of the town’s mills were
located on the banks of the Mumford River to take
advantage of the hydroelectric power it could provide.
Today there are a number of industrial facilities along
its banks. The Mumford River sub-watershed includes
the Carpenter Resérvoir, Meadow Pond and Linwood
Pond.

The West River flows southerly through the Town.
There is no development along this river becausc the
drainage arca of the West River has historically been
subject to extensive flooding. The Federal Government
in connection with the West River Flood Control
Project owns three hundred and nineteen acres of land
in its floodplain. Building is not permitted on this land
or on any land below 269’ mean sea level. The
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife manages a
reservation in the area that includes a hiking path and
small swimming beach.

It is essential to work toward cleaner rivers. A cleaner
Blackstone River has a positive impact upon
Narraganselt Bay; and numerous local benefits as well.
A clcan Blackstone can provide recreational,
educational, aesthetic, and long-term economic
opportunities. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
has already committed substantial capital toward the
planning and development of the Blackstone River
Heritage State Park. The benefits from that effort
include increased tourism, as well as a richer physical
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WATER
QUALITY

environment for the community. “Save the Bay”, The
Blackstone River

Watershed Association and the Blackstone River Valley
National Heritage Corridor and a number of local
groups are currently actively involved in the effort to
improve the river and its tributaries.

The quality of the town’s surface water is, in general,
fairly good. The MA Division of Water Pollution
Control (DWPC) currently classifies the Mumford and
West Rivers as “B” water bodies. Class “B™ waters are
suitable for bathing and recreational purposes and are
acceptable as public water supplies with proper
treatment. Class “*B” waters provide good habitat for
fish and wildlifc and have excellent aesthetic value.

The Mumford River; however, is subject to pollution
from an inefficient sewer system in Douglas as well as
from numerous non-point sources.

The Blackstone River has been given a “C™
classification. Class “C™ waters are suitable for
recreational boating (atthough not for swimming) and
provide habitat for wildlife and common food and game
fish. Class “C™ waters are appropriate for certain
industrial cooling and process uses and under some
conditions can be acceptable public water supplies with
proper treatment. The goal of the MA DPWC is to
reclassify the Blackstone from a “C™ to a “B” water
body. All segments of the river except the Northbridge
section are currently meeting the “B” standards.

Two major ponds, Rockdale Pond and Rice City Pond
are in the Blackstone River sub-basin. Half of Rice
City Pond lies in the Town of Uxbridge. Many of the
town’s smaller ponds, such as; Meadow Pond, Linwood
Pond, Swans Pond. Arcade Pond, and Riley Pond were
manmade. There arc also a number of minor streams
through out the Town.

There is a need to heighten public awareness of



MUNICIPAL WATER
SUPPLY

the ponds, brooks, streams and rivers. One step that
could be taken is to provide signage on the roadsides
designating the water bodies along the way.

The Whitingville Water Company provides the town
with 75-80% of its water supply. Those not served
either directly or indirectly by the Whitinsville Water
Company (WWC) use private wells. The WWC
utilizes both ground water and surface water sources,
which in Northbridge consist of Carpenter Reservoir
and Meadow Pond, and reservoirs #5 and #6 in Sutton.
Ground water supplies consist of two wells located at
the northern and southern ends of Whitin Pond on Carr
Street and south of Whitin Pond on Main Street. The
Water Company utilizes an additional groundwater well
on Mendon Road in Sutton. The WWC plans to
construct a surface water treatment plant at Meadow
Pond some time in the future. After that facility is
operational, groundwater will only be used in
emergency situations.

Whitinsville Water Company owns much of the land
surrounding Carpenter Reservoir, including a large part
of its watershed. The land was zoned R-2 and was
protected only by the 100° buffer around surface water
bodies stipulated in the Town’s Wetlands Ordinance
and the minimal standards required for the narrow strip
that lies within the 100 year flood plain. The 1994
Master Plan expressed concern that the density of
residential development allowed in the R-2 zone (1/2
acre per unit) could pose a threat to the town’s drinking
watet supply.

Sewer does not service this area; therefore, leachate
from private septic systems could adversely affect the
water supply. Residential pollutants such as lawn
fertilizer, motor oil, and improperly disposed houschold
chemicals are also a problem. Erosion and increased
run-off
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WETLANDS

FLOODPLAINS

also present hazards. It is essential that steps be taken
to ensure water quality protection. Two of the goals
stipulated in the 1994 Master Plan were to 1) adopt an
Aquifer Protection provision to the Northbridge Zoning
By-laws, and 2) increase the minimum lot size in the
area that lies within the Blackstone watershed area to a-
minimum of 40,000 sq. feet. These measures were
adopted in 1995 and 1996.

In 1975, the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture in cooperation
with the Massachusetts Water Resources Commission
inventoried potential reservoir sites in the Blackstone
River Basin. One of the locations identified in
Northbridge is on an unnamed ributary to Carpenter
Reservoir, approximately 3,300 feet upstream from
Carpenter Road. Although this is not a binding
designation, future planning for this area should
consider the site’s reservoir potential.

Wetlands are also important water resources that must
be identified. Numerous wetland areas are found
throughout Northbridge. Wetland areas play a critical
role in maintaining clean water, providing wildlife
habitats, pollution control, groundwater recharge and
flood protection. Although a wetland may appear to be
an independent system, wetlands must be considered
within the context of the overall hydrologic system.
MGL Chapter 131 §.40 The Wetlands Protection Act
regulates what activities can take place in and bordering
wetland areas. Any development activity within 100” of
requires an Order of Conditions from the local
Conservation Commission. The local Wetland
Protection Bylaw provides another layer of regulations
on development in and bordering wetland areas.

Floodplains are low- lying areas adjacent to rivers and

streams that flood during 100-yvear storms. These areas
are shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Maps provided
by the Federal Emergency Management Area (FEMA).

There are development restrictions in floodplain areas,
although they vary depending upon the zone delineation
within the floodplain. Most floodplain areas arc more
suitable for uses that do not require structures; such as
agriculture, recreation and wildlife sanctuaries.
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AQUIFER RECHARGE
AREAS

Floodplains are found bordering the town's three major
rivers. The floodplain along the Blackstone River
closely follows the river’s channel in the northern half
of the town. South of Riverdale Street, major
floodplain areas are found both east and west of the
river channel. Floodplains areas are also found on
either side of the Mumford River and on the unnamed
stream entering the northern tip of Carpenter Reservoir.
As mentioned earlier, a major portion of the town’s
flood plain is located near the West River. The U.S.
Army Corp of Engineers operates the West Hill Dam
for purposes of flood control. The floodplain district
provisions in the Northbridge Zoning By-Laws restrict
new development in these areas.

Wetlands and floodplain areas, because of the
resirictions placed on development, are ideal locations
for conservation and recreation development. The
town’s surface water bodies; ponds, rivers and major
streams, currently offer opportunities for swimming,
fishing, boating, ice-skating. These water resources
play a vital role in the development of new recreation
and conservation activities. The Blackstone River and
Canal Heritage State Park as well as the development of
the Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor

An aquifer is a geologic unit that yields significant
quantities of water. In order to determinc if aquifer
yiclds are sufficient to support municipal water
supplies, detailed ground water availability and
delineation studies would be reguired. In gencral terms,
vields should be of sufficient quantity to meet demand,
risk of contamination should be low, and the aquifer
should be large enough to enable consistent yields over
time. Northbridge has three potential aquifer areas. The
largest of these areas stretches from north to south in
the town’s eastern half, underlying the Blackstone
River. This aquifer is reported as having potential
medium-yields (50-250 gallons per minute) along its
northern portion and eastern edge and potential low
yields (<50 gpm) along its central and southemn
sections. Small pockets in the northern portion of this
aquifer area are characterized as having high-yield
(>250gpm). l.and zoned for industrial, commercial,
residential and floodplain overlay this aquifer. This
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AQUIFER
PROTECTION

VEGETATION

includes the town’s largest industrial district to the
south and a relatively high-density residential district to
the north in the Rockdale areas. Development of this
land for high-density residential use or industrial use
could jeopardize the protection of this ground water
resource. While Northbridge does not currently utilize
this aquifer area as a municipal water supply, the town
should take steps to prevent the pollution of this
resource in order to ensure its’ viability as a future
municipal water supply. The 1994 Master Plan
identified this problem and set a goal to establish land
use regulations that would protect the town’s ground
water resources.

In 1996 Northbridge adopted an aquifer protection zone
to protect the weltlheads located in the Meadow Pond
area. (See appendix A).

An analysis of vegetation resources specifies common
plant communities and rare and endangered plant
species. It also idéntifies critical arcas, such as; old
growth forests and large tracts of contiguous
woodlands. The rich variety of natural habitats common
to southern New England can be found in Northbridge:
mixed hardwood forests, fields, open edges, wetlands
and surface water bodies. The vegetation within these
habitats is also characteristic of southern New England.

The predominant tree is oak. White oak (Quercus alba)
and red oak (Quercus rubra) are common throughout
the town. Other common species are white birch
(Betulus) and white pine (Pinus Strobus), scarlet und
black oaks, and the red maple (Acer Rubra), and
sassafras (Sassafras albidum).

Shrubs commonly seen in the natural landscape include
the high bush blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum), low
bush blueberry (Vaccinium angustifolium), winterberry
(Ilex verticillata), mountain laurel (Kalmia latifolia),
and clethra (Clethra ainifolia).

Unusual mature non-native trees can be found at :
Whitin Park on Hill Street in the Village of ) |
Whitinsville. They include Katsura, Ginkgo, Fern Leaf |
Beech, and Weeping Beech. |
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FISHERIES AND
WILDLIFE

During the 1800s a large percentage of the land in
Northbridge was cleared for agricultural use. Qver time
most of those acres have re-forested and today, most of
the undeveloped areas of Northbridge are wooded. In
recent years, development has systematically eliminated
forestland in Northbridge.

Forestlands provide opportunities for passive recreation
as well as conservation. The mature forests that have
little under story provide the best hiking trails. The
Mumford Riverwalk is a good example. The second
growth forest with a lot of saplings and under story
woody plants is less valuable for trails but it has
significant value as wildlife habitats.

Northbridge has few agricultural parcels remaining.
The most prominent are Kroll’s farm on Hill Street,
Castle Hill Farm, Fopperma’s Farm and Szerlag’s Farm
and Vandenakker’s Farm.

Wetland habitats are common throughout the town.
The vegetation found in these areas includes:
arrowhead, cat-o-nine tails, and skunk cabbage.

According to a letter from the Massachusetts Natural
Heritage Program in 1985, there has been no rare or
endangered plant species noted in the town.

There is an abundance of wildlife and a wide variety of
habitats found in Northbridge; deep woods, dense
thickets, open fields, marshes, swamps etc. Most
wildlife species common to southern New England can
be found within the town limits. White-tailed deer,
raccoon, porcupines, skunks, minks, cottontail rabbits,
beavers, red fox, coyote and even bobcats have been
sighted.

In the town's wetland areas, yellow spotted
salamanders, wood frogs, painted and box turtles are
evident. Fish varieties include yellow perch, large
mouth bass. No rare or endangered species are known
to be indigenous to the town.
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SCENIC
RESOURCES AND
UNIQUE
ENVIRONMENTS

Shining Rocks

Of the four hundred bird species which populate the
state, approximately two hundred and sixty of these can
be found in Northbridge at various times throughout the
vear. The redheaded woodpecker and the snowy owl
are two of the more unusual species, which have been
sighted. Other species can be found in abundance: the
hairy woodpecker, cardinal, wood thrush can be found
in the oak forest; moumning doves, crow and purple
martins are found in open fields and thickets,
sandpipers, swamp sparrows, yellow warblers and
herons find food and cover near the town’s fresh water
marshes and swamps.

To preserve the diversity of the town's wildlife species,
it is important 1o preserve wildlife habitats.
Development pressure is currently threatening the
habitats and the species that depend on them for food
and cover. Preserving agricultural land, providing open
space using zoning tools such as flexible development,
acquiring conservation easements on prime open space
lands will aid in safeguarding wildlife habitats.

A healthy environment contributes to the overall quality
of life. Tt enhances the attractiveness of thc community
and boosts property values. A coordinated approach to
resource protection can produce many benefits. For
example, development controls designed to protect
watersheds and surface waters can also provide open
space and recreation, and enhance the environmental
and acsthetic qualities of the landscape.

Scenic iandscapes are found through out Northbridge.
There are many picturesque surface water bodies
including rivers, ponds, and streams. There are
sweeping vistas from Shining Rocks and King Phillip’s
Rock and there are beautiful agricultural landscapes.

The most unusual geologic featurce within the town is
Shining Rocks. Visitors must climb to the top of a steep
rocky slope to enjoy a fabulous view of the valley
below. Unfortunately, development of the adjacent
propertics threatens to destroy some of the beauty of
this unique landscape. King Phillip’s Rock or Look-
out- Rock is further south off of Quaker Street. It also
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Scenic Roads

Whitinsville
Historic District

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROBLEMS

features a steep rock face with a promoniory that
overlooks the winding Blackstone River.

Northbridge has designated six streets as “Scenic
Roads™; Hill Street, Quaker Street, Kelly Road, Cooper -
Road, Highland Street, and Fletcher Street. All of these
streets feature mature shade trees and historic New
England style stonewalls.

As mentioned earlier, Northbridge has a rich heritage
that is worthy of preservation. A federally designated
historic district, the Whitinsville Historic District, is
centered on Memorial Square in Whitinsville and
includes many historic structures and landscapes. There
are a number of historic landscapes including two
privately owned sites, Pine Grove Cemetery and Whitin
Park.

The privately owned Whitinsville Golf Club is one of
the most significant landscapes in Northbridge. It is
located on Fletcher Street in the Village of Whitinsville.
This nine-hole course was designed by Donald Ross
and is considered to bcen one of the best 9-hole
courses in the northeast. Although the primary
beneficiaries of the course are its’ members, the
community benefits from the preservation of this site.
It is visually appealing to those living in the area and
thosc who pass by. The goif ¢lub is across the
Mumford River from the Mumford Riverwalk. An
casement from the golf club would make it feasible to
restore a footbridge that once traversed the river. It
would then be possible to link the Riverwalk with the
Fletcher Street Forest land.

Northbridge is not without environmental problems.
The sewer treatment facility must be upgraded to
eliminate discharge into a brook that feeds into the
Blackstone River. The former landfill, which was
capped in the late 1980’s, may require some
remediation. Reports indicate that there have been some
crosion problems on the site and there is some question
about the location of the monitoring wells.* Other
environmental problems that occur in some areas are:
erosion, chronic flooding, buildup of sedimentation,

* Information from the Northbridge Board of Health. 2002.
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and ground and surface water pollution (both point and
non-point).
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SECTION 5: INVENTORY OF LANDS OF CONSERVATION AND
RECREATIONAL INTEREST

Compliance with
ADA Standards

TYPES OF
PROTECTION

The Open Space Committee’s inventory of lands of
conservation and recreation interest includes significant
public and non-private parcels as well as significant
privately owned properties. The description of each
parcel includes: ownership, management, size, location
designated by Plat and Parcel Number, description,
zoning district, and degree of protection afforded.

The second component of the land inventory is the
evaluation of every public park. recreation and
conservation land parcel that are not under the
jurisdiction of the school department according to the
requirements of Federal Section 504, ADA standards.

Several different types of protection can be assigned
fo a praperly.
1) Deed restrictions. Deed restrictions vary in

length. The restriction may apply for only 30
years or it may apply in perpetuity.

2) Public lands may be dedicated to park,
recreation or conservation use. Aftempts
to convert one of these sites to a
different use would invoke Article 97 of
the Amendments to the State
Constitution, and possibly trigger
Fcderal involvement if “Land and Water
Conservation Funds™ were used at the
site.

3) Lands under Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B
are taxed at a reduced rate. In exchange,
the town has the option to purchase the
land if the property is offered for sale.
Often the community is unable to
respond quickly enough to exercise its
right to purchase a parcel that has been
offered to it. The property owner can
remove the property from the program if
he/she desires. The Town should
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PUBLIC AND
NONPROFIT
PARCELS

Upton State Forest

E.K. Swift Wildlife
Management Area

Blackstone River
Heritage State Park

consider strategies to protect these
properties if an owner decides to sell.

4) Watershed and aquifer protection.*

A complete listing of all of the State and Federally
owned parcels is included in the land inventory. The
most significant oncs are described briefly below.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts owns hundreds
of acres in the Town of Northbridge. Seven hundred
and fifty five acres of the Upton State Forest are in
Northbridge. The Department of Environmental
Management manages the forest. Most of the Upton
State Forest property is in the southeastern part of town.
A number of the parcels are contiguous creating a large
protected area. Other Upton State Park parcels are
found in the northeastern section of the Town, abutting
the town of Upton.

The Upton State Forest is largely a mixed deciduous
and coniferous forest. 1t does not include any facilities
and the access to it is poor. 1t is currently a natural
habitat but potentially it could also be used for passive
recreational activities such as hiking and nature study.
The Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Management manages the Upton State Forest.

The E.K. Swift Wildlife Management Area is adjacent
to the Upton State Forest and managed by the
Massachusetts Department of Fisheries and Wildlife,

The Blackstone River Heritage State Park was
developed in the mid- 1980s and is managed by the
Department of Environmental Management. Scventy-
six acres of state owned property comprise the
Northbridge portion of this state park. This wooded site
is in very good to excellent condition and has excellent

3 Open Space and Recreation Plan Requirements, Massachusetts EQEA, Division of Conservation

Services. p. 4-5.
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The Blackstone
Canal

West River Dam

Purgatory Chasm

TOWN OWNED
CONSERVATION AND
RECREATION
FACILITIES

access. It is used for walking, hiking, and single track
bicycling.

The Blackstone Canal was completed in 1828
connecting Worcester and Providence Rhode Island. It
was an initial success but failed within ten years.
“Canal operations were hampered by the weather and
by restrictions imposed by mill owners jealous of their
water rights, The canal may have endured these
problems but for an unforeseen development, the
introduction of the railroad.”® The Providence and
Worcester Railroad replaced it in 1847. Vestiges of the
canal exist in Northbridge and a linear park has been
created along it.

West River Dam is owned by the Federal government
but managed by the Massachusetts Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife. It is comprised of three hundred
and nineteen acres.

Purgatory Chasm is located in the town of Sutton. State
records indicate that a small part of it, .92 acres, lies in
the town of Northbridge. However, the assessors’
oftice has no information supporting that assertion.

The proximity of Purgatory Chasm makes it a
recreation destination for many Northbridge residents.

The Town of Northbridge owns roughly136 acres of
conservation land including: Arcade Pond, the Mason
property, Shining Rocks, Fletcher Street Forest Land,
Bennett’s Pasture, Riley Pond, and the Mumford
Riverwalk land. This is well below the acceptable
standard.

The Town owns 55 acres for recreational use:
including: Vail Field, Balmer Playground, l.inwood
Playground, The East Street Tot Lot, Riverdale Field,
Electric Pond, and Kiwanis Beach. Again this level is
far below the average.

A complete list of the Town owned parcels is located in
the Inventory

¢ Cultural Heritage and Land Management Plan for the Blackstone River Valley National Heritage
Corridor. P.6. Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor Commission. October 21, 1989,
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SECTION 6. COMMUNITY GOALS

PROCESS USED
TO DETERMINE
GOALS

The Open Space Committee held a series of public
meetings during which the members reviewed the data
along with the supporting documents and listened to the
testimony of many interested parties. The committee
also relied upon information gained from the responses
to the residents’ survey on open space and recreation
which had been widely distributed to the townspeople.
The members then developed a number of goals related
to open space and recreation. The agreed upon goals,
designed to benefit the community as a whole, are as
follows:

1. Maintain and strengthen the character of
Northbridge.

Broaden the tax base

!J

3. Preserve and protect the Town’s natural
resources

4. Preserve and protect open space
Preserve significant views

6. Preserve historically significant structures
and sites

7. Make the rivets more accessible to the
public

8. Develop strategies to manage open space
and recreation facilities

9. Enhance existing recreational facilities



DEFINING THE
CHARACTER OF NORTHBRIDGE

The Open Space Committee struggled 10 define “the character of Northbridge™ A
ombination of natural features and man made featurcs make the town unique.

The natural features that contributed to the development of Northbridge include the
following:

- The water resources; three rivers, streams and ponds
- The irregular ierrain and
* The large areas of ledge and rock out crops that occur throughout the town

‘The character of the community is duc, in part, 10 its location on 1wo rapidly flowing rivers,
the Blackstone and the Mum ford. Beginning in the early nineteenth century, mills and
factories developed along the riverbanks utilizing hydro- power to run their machinery.
Villages grew around the mills. Communal activities --shops, schools, churches and
busincsses — were within walking distance. Areas of low-density development interspersed
with large areas of farmland and woedlands surrounded the village centers.

‘The watcrways are an integral part of the history of the community. The role of the rivers has
changed. Only one of the town’s factories.'the Riverdale Mill uses hydroelectric power 1oday.
Today we recognize the imponant role the waterways play in maintaining a heaithy
environment. We also recognize their value as a recreational resource.

A number of architecturally significant historic buildings add to the character of the town.
Many of these structures are in the Whitinsville Historic District, including the Memorial
Town Hall, the Aldrich School, the Whitinsville Social Library, the churches and the mill
buildings.

The war memorials at both the Rockdale Memorial Park and Memorial Park in Whitinsville
provide links to the past providing places where the comumunity can gather 1o honor those
Northbridge citizens who served our country.

Northbridge is one of the few local communities that has a “Main Street” or “Downtown™.
Beginning in the early 1900s, the downlown area of Whitinsville was vibrant retail center.
The Whitinsville business district is in a period of ransition. Many of the siores are vacant
and some buildinps are in disrepair. 1lowever, it is a community asset that should be
preserved and enhanced.
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SECTION 7: ANALYSIS OF NEEDS

The Open Space Committee defined the community
goals and then compared the goals with the existing
conditions. In numerous cases the committee found a
shortfall between what the community has today and
what the restdents would like it to have.

SUMMARY OF PROTECTION NEEDS

PROTECT THE
NATURAL
RESOURCES

TRACK
BIODIVERSITY

We need to do more to protect our natural resources
including the water resources, environmentally sensitive
areas, agricultural lands and woodlands. Most of these
resources are either inadequately protected or not
protected at all, and will be lost, unless we take the
necessary steps to protect and enhance them.

Tracking biodiversity is an important method for
monitoring the health of the environment. Biodiversity
refers to the number of plant and animal species in a
given area, “An area is considered to be ‘biodiverse’ if it
sustains multiple species by virtue of a complex
interrelated habitat system.” What is happening to our
environment is not as dramatic as the destruction of rain
forests in other parts of the world. However, there is a
danger of losing significant habitats through
development, pollution and/or invasion of non-native
species.

Our water resources include ground water, aquifers,
rivers, streams, ponds and their associated wetlands. In
earljer times the waterways were used extensively
without regard to the pollution that might resuit. Raw
sewage and industrial waste werc dumped into the rivers
and streams. Fortunately, attitudes have changed and
the rivers and streams are generally cleaner today than
they were even a decade ago. Now the major threat is
from non-point source pollution. “Non-point source
pollution comes from land uses and development

7 The State Of Qur Environment. P. 32. Executive Office of Environmental Atfairs. 2001.




practices such as construction sites, road and parking lot
drainage, septic systems, urban and agriculiural runoff.”*

Using information collected over the years by the state
wildlife biologists and data gathered by the state
sponsored Biodiversity Days in 2000, the BioMap was
created by the BioMap Project. The National Heritage
and Endangered Species Program at the Division of
Fisheries and Wildlife sponsored this project. The
BioMap identifies areas that are considered important to
the long-range viability of the most significant elements
of biodiversity in the state. The map shows an area
along the east side of Northbridge is a “core habit”’

SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY NEEDS

The character of the Town of Northbridge isa
combination of rich natural resources and man made

PRESERVING features. The consensus of the respondents to the open

Egi:fé‘,ri’g space and recreation survey was _tha_t one of. the most
important goals for the community is to maintain and
strengthen the town’s character. Northbridge is
characterized by dense development in the village
centers surrounded by areas of low-density development
interspersed with large areas of undeveloped land.
Residents have indicated the desire to preserve this
pattern of development; however, the existing zoning
bylaws and other regulations do not fully support this
desire,

Residential subdivisions convert large amounts of
farmland and woodland into house lots and streets.
Vigilance and careful planning are necessary to maintain
the town's character. The town needs to develop
strategies to deal with development. We must determine
appropriate areas for growth and for conservation.

Congress established the Blackstone River Valley
National Heritage Corridor in 1986 to recognize the
region’s special place in American History. The

§ Riverways Community Guide. P.8. Massachusetts Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and
Environmental Law Enforcement. Bostoa, MA. 1994,
® The State of Our Environment. P.32. Executive Office of Environmental Affairs. Boston, MA.2000
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THE BLACKSTONE
VYALLEY NATIONAL
HERITAGE
CORRIDOR
COMMISSION

NEED TO
DEVELOP
STRATEGIES TO
PRESERYE OPEN
SPACE

TOWN WIDE
TRAIL SYSTEM

Corridor is affiliated with the National Park Service but
unlike traditional national parks the Federal Government
does not own any land. The Corridor seeks to preserve
the unique cultural and natural resources of the
Blackstone Valley. Land use decisions in Northbridge
should complement the activities of the Corridor. The
Corridor Commission is a valuable resource. Its
professional staff includes planners and landscape
architects who can assist the town. For example, the
Corridor Commission was instrumental in developing
the Route 146 Overlay Zone that establishes design
standards for development along the highway. It is
hoped that all of the Blackstone Valley Communities
along Route 146 will adopt this bylaw. (The Town of
Northbridge adopted the bylaw in 2000.) Cooperative
efforts such as this are very beneficial to the region as a
whole.

The loss of open space concerns many residents,
particularly those who have lived in the town for many
vears. Hundreds of acres of undeveloped land
throughout the town have been used informally by
residents for hiking, off road bicycling, horseback
riding, fishing etc., despite the fact that these parcels are
privately owned. As more and more of the privately
owned parcels are developed, residents recognize the
need to preserve land.

Residents expressed a strong interest in having a town
wide trail system. A system of “ideal routes™ should be
laid out. Planners can tdentify which parcels are critical
to the plan and develop strategies to preserve the land
through acquisition or easements. Planners should also
emphasize the linking of Northbridge trails to trails in
abutting towns.

The existing trails in the conservation area are not
mapped. More people would use the trails if they had a
trail map.
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SIDEWALKS.

BICYCLING

RECREATION

There is also a great need to improve the town'’s overall
pedestrian network by providing safe, convenient,
continuous and comfortable sidewalk networks.
Walking has fitness and health benefits but it has a
number of hroader benefits as well. First it is part of the
overal] transportation network. Nearly every trip
involves walking. Walking also increases mobility and
choice for those who cannot or choose not to drive.
Secondly, it benefits commerce — in the down town
areas, the sidewalks directly serve the businesses.
Thirdly, neighborhoods are friendlier and safer if
residents walk.

The majority of the streets in Northbridge are locally
owned. The responsibility of providing and improving
sidewalks rests with the town. Many of the roadways,
even the major ones, lack sidewalks. The town needs a
comprechensive plan to a.) Provide sidewalks throughout
the town and b.) Improve the existing sidewalks. The
town must allocate sufficient funding for these
improvements to be made. The DPW has been able to
improve the sidewalks on some major streets with
Chapter 90 funds from the state. Other sidewalk
improvements were financed through the DPW
operating budget. There is no allocation for sidewalk
improvements in the FY2002 budget. Richard
Sasseville, the DPW Director, laments that we do not
value the assets that we have. For example, Northbridge
has over seventy miles of roads and more than thirty
miles of sidewalks. (Today, it costs roughly a million
dollars per mile to build a road.) Funding must be
dedicated to maintaining these assets.

Bicycling is considered Lo be a recreational activity.
However, bicycling is also a component of a balanced
transportation system. A quality system of bike routes,
lanes and paths will enable people to travel within the
community and beyond.

Residents identified a number of deficiencies relating to
the town's recreation facilities. Most believe that the
town needs more recreation facilitics to mect the needs
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AGE RELATED
RECREATIONAL
FACITIES

of the existing population. The deficiencies include:
= Insufficient number of playing fields
+ Insufficient number of playgrounds
+  No large community park

« Existing parks and playgrounds are not within
walking distance of many of the neighborhoods

» No municipal tennis courts
= No skating facilities

The town’s playing fields are in high demand. The
Recreation Commission has to schedule the use of the
ficlds very carefully to accommodate all the teams that
wish to uses them. There are plans to creatle a number of
new fields on the new high school’s property. This
might relieve the pressure but there is still concern that
these fields will not be available for the independent
leagues such as soccer, and little league groups.

Demographic data-indicates that there is a large
percentage of seniors and a large percentage of families
with young children in the town. Obviously the needs
of each of these groups are different; however, both
groups benefit from having recreation facilities close by.
Emphasis needs to be placed on providing parks and
playgrounds within walking distance of neighborhoods
particularly in areas that are densely populated.
Walking to the site should be considered a part of the
recreational experience.

The Cross Street Tot Lot is the only public playground
for very young children. Many families that live close
by enjoy it. Other neighborhoods could benefit from
similar faciliries. The Planning Board has required that
developers of large subdivisions provide a playground
site within each subdivision. Unfortunately the Board
has been less successful in requiring that the developer
provide adequate playground equipment on those sites.

The community’s 14-18 year olds are also considered to
be an underserved group. This age group would benefit

from additional playing fields, basketball courts and the
like. In addition, the Recreation Commission is

58



ABILITY
RELATED NEEDS

NATIONAL
RECREATION
STANDARDS

considering the creation of a skate boarding facility for
this age group. The discussions on this issue are in the
early stages.

The community has two “public” swimming areas, The
Stanley Thomas Beach at the Delwyn Barnes Memorial
Park located on land owned by the Whitinsville Water
Company, and the West Hili Dam beach off of Quaker
Street. The Stanley Thomas Beach needs improvement.
The Army Corp. of Engineers manages the facilities at
the West Hill Dam. There are two sand beaches one of
which is in Northbridge. There is approximately one
acre of surface water for swimming. The fee to use the
facility is roughly $1 person to $3 per carload. During
the summer of 2001 the West Hill Dam Area
experienced problems with high coliform levels due to

‘non- point source pollution. They hope to correct this

situation by the summer of 2002.

Residents have access the Whitin Community Center,
which has two swimming pools, a large gymnasium,
childcare center, racket ball courts and fitness facility
and tennis courts. Although this is a private non-profit
facility, it offers numerous recreation opportunities to
the community. Its outreach program allows many who
cannot afford the activity fees to use the swimming
pools, gymnasium, playground and tennis courts.
Whitin Park, owned by the Whitin Community Center is
adjacent to the Center. It is open to the public for
passive recreation and is enjoyed by the community for
numerous activities.

At the present time, none of the existing recreation
facilities in Northbridge are ADA compliant. This
deficiency needs to be corrected as soon as possible.
Appendix A, The 504 Evaluation provides more
information.

The National Recreation and Park Association has
developed standards for the minimum number of total
acres that should be devoted to recreation per 1000
population. It recommends that a total of between 6.25
and 10,5 acres per 1000 population. Northbridge meets



the minimum amount of total recreation acreage
recommended by the National Recreation and Park
Association. However, the town does not meet the
recommended acreage for mini-parks or specialized
facilities in neighborhoods for tots or other specific
groups. Some neighborhoods are clearly underserved
especially in the New Village area of Whitinsville.

A neighborhood park is described as an “Area for
intense recreational activities such as field games, crafts,
skating, and picnicking; also for wading pool and
playground apparatus arcas”. Rockdale Legion Field,
Plummers Playground, Linwood Playground, Vail Field,
Lasell Field have a combined area of 43.15 acres. The
recommendation for neighborhood parks/playgrounds is
1 to 2 acres per 1000 or a total of 13 to 26 acres for
Northbridge. Northbridge exceeds the minimum
recommendation. {Of course there is a difference
between total acres and total usable acres.)

The NRPA describes a community park as an “area of
diverse environmental quality; may include areas suited
for intense recreational facilities, such as athletic
complexes, large swimming pools; may be an area of
natura] quality for outdoor recreation such as walking,
viewing, sitting, picnicking; may be any combinatton of
the above, depending upon site suitability and
community need”. Riverdale Park is the only
recrecational land that has sufficient arca to qualify as a
“Community Park” the NRPA recommends 25+ acres
for a community park. See Appendix 5 (Table 4
describes the three types of major park facilities. Table
5 examines Northbridge parks)

Northbridge exceeds the space recommendations for
recreational lands but the town does not have the
facilities; playing fields, basket ball courts, etc.
necessary to meet the needs of the community.

SUMMARY OF MANAGEMENT NEEDS

The existing town bylaws and regulations need to be
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MORE
EFFICIENT
MANAGEMENT
OF OPEN
SPACE

MANAGING
CONSERVATION
AREAS

MANAGING
RECREATION
AREAS

revised 1o ensure that development will serve the needs
of the population while preserving the significant natural
Tesources.

The Planning Board tends to review each subdivision
application independently. A broader, long range view
is necessary to avoid creating disconnected
neighborhoods with little or no open space. Careful
planning will allow the town fo create an interconnected
network of protected open space weaving through the
community.

Northbridge has a number of land parcels that are
Chapter 61, 61A or 61B properties. Under the
provisions of the law, Northbridge has the right of first
refusal when a Ch.61 property is sold. The town does
not have a strategy to deal with these properties. An
acquisition plan prioritizing the existing 61A parcels is
needed. In addition, the town also needs to educate
owmners of significant parcels about how they can
preserve their properties.

The Conservation Commission manages
conscrvation areas. The cxisting system does not
provide adequate maintenance and management
of these sites. Current levels of staffing and
funding are insufficient to do an adequate job.
The conservatton areas are not well maintained.
The areas, for the most part, are not marked.
Most of the existing trails need improvement.
Perhaps the Department of Public Works should
assume the responsibility for maintaining these
areas.

Although the residents of the community tend to
get more excited about acquiring new sites and
creating new facilities, management of existing
sites is the most important component of
providing adequate conservation and recreation
opportunities for the citizens.

There is lot of dissatisfaction with the existing recreation
facilities. Access to some facilities is poor. Many of the
sites show signs of neglect and age. The recreation
facilities are not ADA compliant. The existing system
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STRENGTHEN
RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE WHITIN
COMMUNITY
CENTER

IMPROVE
ACCESS TO THE
BLACKSTONE
AND MUMFORD
RIVERS

SUPPORT THE
BLACKSTONE
VALLEY BIKEWAY

for management and maintenance of these facilities is
inadequate. The Recreation Commission is responsible
for scheduling the use of the playing fields and other
recreation areas. The DPW is charged with maintaining
the areas. Both departments lack the staffing and
funding to do their jobs well.

As mentioned, the Whitin Community Center provides a
number of recreational opportunities to the residents of
the area. The town needs to strengthen its partnership
with the Whitin Community Center so that its
programs continue to benefit the residents of
Northbridge.

The condition of the Blackstone River and the
Mumford River is improving and it is time to
provide access to the river for canoeing and
kayaking. This can be accomplished in three
ways: improve the existing access points,
connect the existing access points to one another
and provide information about the rivers
themselves through well marked signs and
interpretive maps. The Draft Report Blackstone
River Access. February 1999, "recommends
making improvements to the existing canoe
access site at Plummer’s Landing in the
Blackstone River and Canal State Park, The site
is managed by the Department of Environmental
Management and currently includes canoe
access, picnic areas, and parking. The report
also recommends developing a river access site
at Sutton Street to include put in/take out
facilities, landscaping and site furnishings. The
proposed site is privately owned.

The Blackstone Valley Bikeway will ultimately run
along the Blackstone River from Worcester,
Massachusetis to Providence Rhode Island. The design

1 The Draft Report Blackstone River Access, February 1999
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phase of the project has been completed and Phase I,
Rhode Island line to Uxbridge, is in the bidding phase.

63



SECTION 8: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The Open Space Committee held a series of public

PROCESS USED meetings during which the members reviewed the data
TO DETERMINFE. and supporting documents and listened to the
GOALS testimony of many interested parties. The members then

developed a number of goals related to open space and
recreation. The agreed upon goals are designed to
bencfit the community as a whole,

The goals and objectives are to:

GOAL 1: Maintain and strengthen the character of

Northbridge
Objectives:
gg&lgfﬁ& a. Invest in a GIS system to enable the

town planner, town assessor and other
local authorities to access visual
information on existing land use patterns
and evaluate proposed changes

b. Update existing zoning bylaws to
encourage development close to village
centers and discourage sprawl

c. Preserve historically significant sites

d. Support the John Chaffee Blackstone
River Valley National Heritage Corridor

GOAL 2: Strengthen the Town's financial
commitment to open space and
recreation

Objectives:
a. Adopt the Community Preservation Act

GOAL 3: Preserve and protect the town’s
natural resources

Objectives.
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a. Protect land in environmentally sensitive
areas through acquisition or
conservation restrictions

b. Protect environmentally sensitive areas
through enforcement of regulations on
wetlands, floodplains and aquifer
protection zones

¢. Increase the public’s awareness of the
town’s surface water resources such as
rivers, ponds, streams and brooks using
signage along the roadways designating
the location of these features

GOAL 4: Prescrve wildlife habitats and
wildlife corridors

Qbjectives:
a. Sponsor an annual biodiversity day

GOAL 5: Preserve, protect and expand the
protected open space in the town.

Objectives:

a. Preserve significant parcels of agricultural land
as agricultural land. Encourage participation in
the state’s Chapter 61 A and APR programs.
Property can only be permanently protected by
acquisition. implementation of an APR or
Agricultural Restriction or conservation
restriction by the town or a non-profit private
land trust.

b. Create an interconnected network of protected
open space weaving through the community

e. Create a brochure providing information
about each of the conservation and
recreation facilities in the town.

GOAL 6: Preserve significant views

GOAL 7: Provide more opportunities for
passive recreation

Objectives:
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a. Develop a town-wide trail system that
connects with trail systems in abutting
communities and to the planned
Blackstone Valley Bikeway

b. Make water bodies more accessible to
the public for swimming, boating,
fishing and skating

c. Improve access to open space areas by
providing small parking areas adjacent
lo entrances to the open space areas.

d. Mark existing open space areas with
signage stating that the name of the
site, a description of the activities
available on the site, the managing
authority and the site rules

e. Create a guidebook and map of all of
the open space areas within the town.

f. Improve and expand the town’s
sidewalk system

g. Support the completton of the
Blackstone Valley Bikeway

GOAL 8: Enhance existing recreational facilities
and create new recreational facilities

Objectives.

a. Develop strategies to manage open
space and recreation facilities

b. Continue to upgrade the town’s
recreation facilities. Establish a
prioritized list of the improvements
needed at existing recreation facilities
and begin to work through the list

¢. Include park and recreation facilities
maintenance and improvements in the
annual budget of the DPW

d. Create new recreation facilitics in
underserved areas
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d. Create new recreation facilities in
underserved areas

GOAL 9: Distnibute recreation and open space
resources equitably throuphout the

communj
Objectives:
a. Require redevelopers of large

subdivisions include recreation
facilities in the subdivisions

b. Develop mini parks in the more densely
populated neighborhoods

GOAL 10: Provide opportunities for residents
and visitors with disabilities to use
and enjoy open space areas and

recreation facilities

a. Comply with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) at all of the
recreational and athletic facilities. See
the 504 Self Evaluation (Appendix. 1)

b. Provide parking areas and convenient
access to conservation areas
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SECTION 9: THE FIVE-YEAR ACTION PLAN

The five-year action plan is designed to implement the Open Space
and recreation plan. The action plan is based upon the goals and
objectives outlined in Section 8 of this report. It is printed as a one-
page document that can be readily available to the public.

The Action Plan is ambitious. It is unlikely that Northbridge will
be able to accomplish all of the action items within the designated
time frame. However, opportunities present themselves in a
random fashion rather than according to a strict time line. The
action plan lists a wide variety of items that the will enhance the
quality of life in the Northbridge. This broad list wilt allow the
community to respond to funding opportunities as they anse.
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APPLENDIX 1
SECTION 504 SELF-EVALUATION

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 1s a comprehensive civil rights taw that
prohtbits discrimination on the basis of disability. The ADA requires that newly
constructed and altercd statc and local government facilities, places of public
accommodation, and commercial factlities be readily accessible to, and usable by
individuals with disabilities. Recreational facilities, including play areas, are among
the facilities required to comply with the ADA.

The following information on the self-evaluation is taken from the “Open Space
Planner’s Workbook™.

General Overview of Section 504
What is a handicap?

A physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life activity such as cariny for
oneself, performing manual tasks. walking, seeing, speaking, hearing, breathing, learning is a
handicap. In addition, people who have a history of a handicap or are regarded as having a
handicap are also protected under the law

Who is a qualified handicapped person?

First of all, the preferred term is people with disabilitics, however the law still uses the word
“handicapped’

Employment: The individua! can perform the essential job functions with or without reasonable
accommudation.

Programs, Activities' The individual meets essential eligibility requirements.

What is a reasonable accommodation?

Reasonable accommedations can include renovating a building to make it accessible, restructuning
the job by changing the work schedule, buying specialized equiptrent, and hiring others as readers
or interpreters.

What is a Section 504 Self-Evaluation?

The self{-evaluation is a detailed assessment of the administration, program and employment
practices of the recreation department and conservation commission. It includes a site-by-site
inventory of all recreation and conservation areas and buildings, programs or services and a
transition plan if any structural changes are necessary.

What is included in the inventory?

The inventory involves properties under the jurisdiction of the recreation depariment or
conservation commission. Included are the buildings, recreation facilities and equipment
(swiruming arcas, ot lots, etc), programs and services. Programming may include a learn-to-swim
program, guided hikes or tours, etc. Services include technical assistance for permitting process
(conservation commission).

A key phrase is that the programs offered must be accessible when “viewed in their entirety”.
This means that not every existing facility or part of it has to be made accessible. Perhaps your

1



park or recreation department offers swimming, hiking, picnic areas, and play equipment. Not all
facilities may be accessible but some pools, trails, picnic areas and play equipment must be made
accessible within your system. Changes can include:

Structural changes

Reassignment to accessible buildings

Providing auxiliary aids such as audiotapes and sign language terpreters
Providing home visits

Delivering services to an alternate site

How do we make improvements?

A transition plan is required if structural changes are necessary. ‘The plan must:
Identify physical obstacles

Describe necessary changes

Schedule those changes

Identify Lhe responsible individual

= L

The self-evaluation and transition plan must be written with the assistance of individuals
with disabilities or organization representing the disabled community.

PART 1: ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS

The Town of Northbridge has two boards that share, for the most part, the
responsibilities of scheduling and administering the recreational programs within the
town: the Playground and Recreation Commission, and the Conservation
Commission, The Northbridge Department of Public Warks has the responsihility for
routine maintenance and improvement of the facilities.

The five member Playground and Recreation Commission is responsible for
scheduling baseball, basketball, soccer and softball leagues. Citizen volunteers
organize the individual programs. In addition, the commission organizes youth
programs at various playgrounds, a summer concert series, dances at the high school
and trips to Wallum Lake, Six Flags New England and Pawtucket Red Sox games.
The Town and the volunteer groups make strong efforts to accommodate residents
with special needs.

The Board of Selectmen appoints the Conservation Commission. The
Commission has a part-time clerk, whose time is almost exclusively devoted to the
administration of the wetlands regulations. Properties under the jurisdiction of the
Conservation Commission do not receive routine maintenance. Occasional volunteer
eftorts assist in the management and maintenance of the lands under the jurisdiction
of the Conservation Commission.



The Parks and Recreation Commission and the Conscrvation Commission will work
with the designated Section 504 Coordinator to address the issu¢s raised in the
Section 504 Self-evaluation.

I. The 504 Coordinator
William Williams, Northbridge Town Manager has been designated as the
employee responsible for 504 coordination.

IL Grievance Procedures
The grievance procedures shall be used by town employees as well as the general
public served by the recreation department or park department. Nerthbridge has
procedures specifically for ADA compliance issues,

[LL. Public Notification Requirements
Employees and the public shall be notified that the community does not
discriminate on the basis of disability. The notification is in an accessible format
using large print, simple language and in an auditory form. The clause is also
included in any recruitment materials or publications. The documents are
included in this report as well as documentation that notice was also made for the
visual and learning impaired.

TV. Participation of Individuals with Disabilities or Organizations Representing
the Disabled Communrity.
Individuals with disabilities have assisted in the completion of this self-
evaluation.

PART 2: PROGRAM ACCESSIBILITY

This report evaluales the buildings, recreation facilities and equipment in addition to
programs and services. 1t also includes lessees or concessionaires. The standards
applied to determine the adequacy of the components ol a site are based upon the
guidelines developed by the U.S. Architectural and Transportation Barriers
Compliance Board (“Access Board™) and the design guidelines presented in
Unijversal Access to OQutdoor Recreation; A Design Guide. :

' PLAE, Ine. Universal Acgess to OQutdoor Recreation, A Design Guide, Berkeley, California. PLAE,
Inc. pix.
3



The Access Board’s guidclines (finalized in 2000) for newly constructed and altered
play areas are a supplement to the ADAAG (Americans with Disabilities Act
Accessibility Guidelines). Once these guidelines are adopted by the Department of
Justice, all newly constructed and altered play areas covered by the ADA will be
required to comply. The Access Board’s guidelines cover playgrounds and other play
areas. The guidelines cover the number of play components required to be accessible,
accessible surfacing in play areas, ramp access and transter system access to elevated
structures, and access to soft contained play structures.

Passage of the American Disabilities Act (ADA) in 1990 established equality for
people with disabilitics by removing the physical and social barriers that exist
throughout socicty. Numerous guidelines were established to ensure that the built
environment is “bamrier free™. The task of providing universal access to outdoor
recreation environments has been far more difficult. The USDA Forest Service
developed design guidelines, applying the principals of universal access to a wide
variety of recreation settings. The Universal Access to Outdoor Recreation: A Design
Guide written by Project Play and Learning in Adaptable Environments, Inc. PLAE
is a nonprofit, multidisciplinary organization, developed through a public/private
partnership with the USDA Forest Service.

When a recreational facility does not comply with ADA requirements, the town is
required to writc a transition plan to correct structural deficiencies.
The transitign plan:

1. Will identify physical obstacles,

2. Describe necegsary changes,

3. Schedule the necessary changes and

4. Identily the individual responsible for overseeing the

improvements

Facility Inventory. Fach of the facilities under the jurisdiction of the Playvground and
Recreation Department or Conservation Commission has been evafuated and is listed
on a separate sheet. Barbara Gaudetie, Open Space Committee Chairman and Adam
Gaudette, the Town Planner conducted the cvaluation.

Town Owned Recreation Sites

The following facilities have been evaluated for compliance t0 the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA). Unfortunately, individuals with disabilities cannot easily
use these recreational facilities. Northbridge must begin the task of bringing its fields
and plavgrounds into compliance. Improving these facilitics will benefit a large
number of residents and visitors.



Facility #1
CROSS STREET TOT LOT
[.ocation: Assessor’s Map 14, Parcel #1, Cross and Fast Street, Whitinsville
Size: Under | acre
Zoning: R-3

Management: Department of Public Works (Maintenance)
Current Uses: Composite structure, swings. ¢limbing apparatus

Condition: Excellent
Recreation Potential: Lxcellent
Public Access: Yes

Appropriate Age Groups: Preschool (2 to 5 year olds)

The Church Street Tot Lot was created in 2000 through a public private partnership
between the Northbridge School Department, and an organization called Beginning
Bridges. (The facility is not under the jurisdiction of cither the Recreation
Commission or the Conservation Commission and therefore is not technically subject

to a 504 evaluation. )

The facility consists of one large combined structure. The components include: 4
slides, 1 bridge, 1 chain ladder, a ladder step, wiggly bridge, and a climbing ladder.
There is a separate swing set with 2 regular rubber swings (297 above ground) and 2

baby swinys (34" above ground).

_CROSS STREET TOT LOT ADA COMPLIANCE

Openings (ADAAG 4.2.1)

L o | ITEM REQUIREMENT C%;’;TT'?‘& COMMENT
I_ l__ . Space allowances |
12 |  Clear Width (ADAAG 4.2.1) 367 2 '
113 I| Clecar Width at Door and Gate 397 507

Parking areas and Loading
2 Zones in Recreation areas
(ADAAG 4.6)

? Thirty-six inches is the minimum clear width for passage of a single wheelchair. The 36™ clear width
is also necessary for people using crutches, walkers, canes etc. The clear width may be reduced to 327

at a point.
5



EXISTING

of site

3, 3 1 = iN h Xy
1D. ITEM REQUIREMENT CONDITION COMMENT
. Large parking area
21 Number of Accessible Parking | pertotal of up adjacent to the
' Spaces — to 23 spaces playground. Spaces
o o not designated ]
Must be located Large parking area
"9 Location of Accessible Parking nearest the adjacent to the
22 Spaces accessible pla):rg,round. No
P pedestrian designated
) . ) _ entrance handicap spaces |
2.5 | Pagsenger Loading Zone Required Adequate
. . . | Must be stable,
2.3 Easrklmg Area Surfacing (ADAAG firm and slip- Adequate
e resistant
18 Parl-:‘mg Area Slope (ADAAG Acceptable
4.6.3)
Playground surface Woodchips
3 Elements and Spaces in the
Recreation Environment
3.1 | Toiler Rooms . | None ]
3.4 | Drinking Fountains None
. . 2- 17" off ground,
3.6.1 | Benches -- Backs and Armrests With Backs and w. backs no
Armrests
_‘_ . B armrests _(
Accommodate
. Clear lawn area
wheel chair next .
10 bridge  Clear adjacent to bench
Benches — Clear Ground ! A to accommodate
Ground heel chair i
(,-\DAAG 4]55) wheel chair 1s
10”48 adequate
3.7 | Picnic Tables None
4 Access to Primary Elements and Non compliant
Spaces
Number and Location of Qutdoor L_c ads
. directty
4.2 | Recreation Access Routes 1 1 Erom
2
(ADAAG 4.3.2) Parking area
46 Maximum grade Acceptable
47 | Gates. Doors, and other Entryways I
i Signs at non-accessible entrance(s)
indicate direction to accessible Not applicable
entrance
4.10.2 | Signs for permanent Identification , 1

? Benches must have an adjacent space of at feast 307x48" to allow a wheelchair to park near the bench

6



The Cross Street Tot Lot does not comply with the guidelines of the Access
Board, in the following ways:

Location:

Size:
Zoning:
Management:

Current Uses:

Condition:

1)

4)

There is an insufficient number of elevated play components in
the play area that are accessible. Access to the required
number of elevated play components may be accomplished by
a transfer system or a ramp.

There is an tnadequate number of accessible ground level play
components. A specttic number of ground-level play
components must be provided based on the number of elevated
play components in the play area.

An accessible route is a pathway specitically designed to
provide access for individuals with disabilities, including those
using wheelchairs or mobility issues. The ground level
accessible route connects play components at ground level, It
should be 2 minimum of 60 wide, although it may narrow
down to 36™ for a distance of 6U”. There must be an 807
vertical clearance on ground level routes Lo allow for protective
structures such as sun shelters.

Surfacing. Accessible surfacing must be provided through out
the accessible route and in the “use zones™, an area beneath and
immcdiately adjacent to a play structure or piece of equipment.
Accessible surfaces can include impact-attenuating tiles made
of recycled rubber and engineered wood fiber that meet the
ASTM requirements for accessibility and safety. There is a
question as to whether or not the wood tiber surfacing meets
ASTM requirements.

Facility #2
JOHN WHITIN LASELL FIELD

Asscssor’s Map 14, Parcel #1. Lasell I'ield is next to the Northbridge
Middle School on Linwood Avenue, in the Village of Whitinsville
12.2 acres

R-3
School Department
Track, football, soccer, bascball
Very good

Recreation Potential:

Public Access: Yes



Lasell Field is managed by the Northbridge School Department. It has been included
in this evaluation because its facilities are uscd by many of the town’s rcsidents.

Lasell Field has three baseball diamonds, a full size football tield and a 4 mile track.
Fach of the playing fields has a set of bleachers. The bleachers are in varving degrees
of disrepair. The blcachers adjacent to the football field have stairs leading up to first
row of scating. The seating is too high to comply with ADA regulations.

There 15 on street parking adjacent to Lasell Field and on the side street at the rear of
the field. There is also a large parking lot across Linwood Avenuc [rom the field. The
parking lot has an adequate number of designated handicap spaces.

There are also some picnic tables and a bench. "The picnic tables are not accessible
because they are on a raised area that is surrounded by a retaining wall that prohibits
access.

LASELL FIELD ADA COMPILIANCE

| :
|_m. ITEM REQUIREMENT C%fgffl‘& | COMMENT
_ ! _jSpaceallowanees L _
s gléeiw idth (ADAAG g Ves T
|k Clear Width at Dour and |
| 1.1.3 | Gate Openings (ADAAG 32 NA "
laay ; _
i Parking areas and |
b, Loading Zones in Yes i
I | F:cr:atg)n areas [ ‘ |
_ ADAAG 4.6) - ) :
o Number of Accessible ' | per total of up to 25 : ‘ |
2.1 | Parking Spaces spaces None _
. Locarion of Accessible ‘ Must l?e located nearest the l
P22 e ) accessible pedestrian Inadequate
_Jiarkmg Spaces enirance ’
1.5 | Passenger Loading Zone None 1
27 Parking Area Surfacing \ Must be stable, firm and Gravel \
|r ) (ADAAG45.]) ! slip-resistant _l
i Parking Area Slope i
28 (ADA.%\G 4.6.3) P ___A._cceplabli—Al__" L _{
3 | Elements and Spaces in the ' |
Recreation Environment . . ) _‘
| 3.1 i Toilet Rooms T None ?
giﬁrinking Fountains | _ . None o
3.6 | Benches . | ' | N —I

* Thirty-six inches is the minimum clear width for passage of a single wheelchair. The 36" clear width
is also necessary for people using crutches, walkers, canes etc. The clear width may be reduced to 327
al 4 point.



e e
D | ITEM REQUIREMENT EXISTING | conpvren r—‘
. ) ) CONDITION T
. Benches - Backs and ‘
3.6.1 1
P Armrests . ] [ ___|‘
Benches - Clear Ground .
, (ADAAG 4.15.5) 30"x48"" Not adequate i
[..3.7_{ Picnic Tabies Neme ‘.
, 4 Access to anarv Not adequate —I
_— Efements and Spaces ;
i Number and Location of —I
| 4.2 | Outdoor Recreation Access 1 From Parking area | Not adequate :
| Routes(ADAAG 43.2) o + ] . _l
4.6 | Maximum grade L ' Acceptahle :
" Gates, Doors, and other | | ]
| 4.7 | Entryways i | i
- e
Gates. Doors, and other
. | Entryways (ADAAG Does not
474 a
| 4.1.3.9)- comply
T anw at non-accessible - ' _"_ - T -
entrance(s) indicate Does not | Not :
direction to accessible comply l applicable l
| entrance :
4102 1 . Signs for permanent | I \ 1 sign on ‘
| " | Idenlification of site Linwood Ave
I S B S R
i 3 ublic Restrooms i None
- = | ———
| Playground Surface ] i | Not _|
S ) L S L applicable
Facility #3
LINWOOD FIELD
Location: Assessor’s Map 24A, Parcel #56, Providence Road, Linwood
Size: 10.4 acres
Zoning: R-4

Management: Rccreation Commission

Current Uses: Basketball, Soccer. baseball

Conditiop; Very good
Recreation Potential: Excellent
Public Access: Yes

ADA Compliance: No

* Benches tnust have an adjacent space of at least 30"x48" to allow a wheelchair to park near the bench
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The facilities at Linwood Field include: two lighted basketball couris. a lighted
baseball field, and two backstops. The facility also includes small playground area
consisting of six swings (1 baby swing, | toddler swing and 4 large swings}.

Linwood Field has a large un-paved parking area between the street and the facility.
There are no designated parking spaces. The playing ficlds are up-gradient from the
parking area. A macadam walkway from the parking lot leads up to the basketball
area. The walkway is in disrepair and exceeds the maximum grade requirement of’
1:20. There is no handicap access to the playground area. The swing sct located at
the far end of a playing field, but there is no designated pathway with the proper
surfacing to accommodate an individual with a disability.

The swings are too high off the ground and the surfacing material under the swings
does not meet ADA requirements. There is also one bench but it does not have a
suitable clear surface adjacent to it for a wheel chair.

L]\\VOOD FIELD ADA COMPLIANCE

) EXJSTING ]
o m | weumewet | GGSiG | covenT
1| Space allowances. L L | !
C . Clear Width (ADAAG _f - Complies ]
| 12 a2 . % —
; | Clear Width at Door and —l ! Not
113 | Gate Openings (ADAAG 327 _ | applicable
I 5, =21 ) RS |
Parking arcas and ‘ :
s loading zones in |
Recreation areas ! : . ‘
! ' (ADAAG 4.6) | j N
l Number of Accessible "1 per total of up 1o 25 ; No designated ' _{
| 2.1 ; Parking Spaces spaces accessible parking l i
L ,  lspaces ; |
: i Location of Accessible Must be located nearest No designated | [
| 2.2 | Parking Spaces i the accessible pedestrian ' accessible parking ‘
L entranpe spaces. \ i
[ 2.5 | Passenger Loading Zone No I :[
i Parking Area Syrfacin Must be stable, firm and !
\_2_7 | (ADAAG 4.5.1) - j slip-resistant ! Inadequare L \
i Parking Arca Slope | T
\ 2.8 \ (ADAi(; 463) P ! Accepmb?e B !
| Elements and Spaces m_r | ] \
i3 the Recreation | |
| Environment : i ; _‘
L_3.1 | Toilet Rooms [ | Nane |

% Thirty-six inches is the minimum clear width for passage of a single wheelchair. The 36™ clear width
is also necessary for people using crutches, walkers, canes etc. The clear width may be reduced to 327
at a point.
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— T T T — — NG T
1D ITEM REQUIREMENT CONDITION COM_\/ENT_
3.4 | Drinking Fountains - iNone |
3.6 _ | Benches _ i 2 L
16 | Benches - Backs and T
_ | Armrests i o

! ; Benches .- Clear Ground Hi |

’ (ADAA(_}? 4.15.5) No :
30"x48"
3.7 | Picnic Tables - . _Jr !

| Access to Primary
' [ Elements and Spaces

Nut adequate I

[_ | Number and Location of
i Qutdoor Recreation

From Parking area

12 | Access Routes (ADAAG
43 —
4.6 | Maximum grade

L3

: Giates, Doors, and other
47 | Entryways

(rates, Doors, and other

|

] i None !
i S
|

| ot acceptable
I

Entryways (ADAAG :'

474 4 13.9)— l
T _I_Siﬁ'atﬁ{n-agé.%’sils? “t Indicate direction to g"ﬁoﬁﬁpiﬁie'_i o

| entrance(s) accessible entrance i !

e : T —

‘ 4102 | Signs for permanent : : | |

_Identification of site

| Playground Surface |

U vadequate ]

RECOMMENDATIONS TO MAKE LINWOOD FIELD

COMPLY WITH THE ADA RULES

The parking lot must be paved with a stable, firm and slip resistant material.

“Accessible” pathways with proper surfacing must be provided from the parking lot

to the park facilities. “Accessible” pathways with proper surfacing must also be
provtded within the park to the vartous park tacilities. “Accessible” playground

equipment should be added.

7 Benches must have an adjacent space of at least 30"x48" to allow a wheelchair to park near the bench

1



Facility #4
NORTHBRIDGE CENTER FIELD

Location: Assessor’s Map 17 Parcels #61. Northbridge Center Field is located
off of Fowler Road in the Village of Whitinsville adjacent to the Kroll

Farm property
Size: 3.9 acres
Zoning: R-2

Manapement: Recreation Commission

Current Uses: No facilities

Condition;  Poor, but ground tends to be very wet in the spring
Recreation Potential: Good

Public Access; Poor

ADA Compliance: No

The Northbridge Center Field does not have an improved roadway access or a
parking area. The access is from Fowler Road is difticult because of limited sight
distance. There are no facilities on the sile, although the possibility of creating
playing fields on the site is being explored.

Facility #5
PLUMMER PARK PLAYGROUND

Location:  Assessor’s Map 23 Parcel #63. Plummer Park Playground is located
Church Street Extension east of Plummers Corner.

Size: 2.5 acres

Zoning: R-3

Management: Recreation Commission

Current Uses:One baseball diamond, one set of blcachers, one basketbal] court,
swings and a slide

Condition: Good

Recreation Potential: Poor

Public Access: Poor

ADA Compliance: No

Plummer Park consists of one baseball diamond, one set of bleachers, one basketball
court, swings and a slide

The only parking available to Plummer Park is paratlel parking along busy Church
Street Extension and along a side street, which requires crossing Church Street
Fxtension to access the park. Despite the recent widening of the roadway shoulder, it

12



15 still unsafe to park on the street.  The entrance path does not comply with the
width requirement, which i1s 36”. There 15 no “accessiblc” route leading to the park
facilities. The swings do not have the proper surfacing material underneath them.
The existing bleachers have seats in the tirst row that exceed the 18" maximum height
requirement making them non-compliant.

PLUMMER PARK PLAYGROUND ADA COMPLIANCE EVALUATION

EXISTING
. 1D, ITEM REQUIREMENT —|_ CONDITION COMMENT
I | Space allowances ] 3 ;
1.1.2 | Clear Width (ADAAG 4.2.1) 36" T _ Inadequate -
Inadequate

Clear Width at Door and
Gate Openings (ADAAG
t42.)

The entry gate is not
compaltible.

Parlung areas and Ioadmg
zones in recreation areas

(2]

' | (ADAAG 4.6)
’_ T Number ol Accessible

1 per total of up

"No off street parking

21 i Parking Spaces — - ta 25 spaces | available
Location of Accessible Must be located | No designated
! Parking Spaces nearest the : accessible spaces near
22 accessible accessible pedestrian
‘ pedestrian entrance
' entrance

25 | Passenger Loading Zone

No

. Parking Area Su:fdung
\ (ADAAGA435.1

-'Must"be stable,

turm and slip-
resistant

.__ _\ Pa:kmg Arca blopc

(ADAAG 4.6.3)

|

| adequate

 On streel parking area
was recently
resurfaced and is

Elements and Spaces in the

3 : : ¢ ’
- ' Recreation Environment ) : | :
1.1 | Toilet Rooms [ None BN _j

.34 1 Drinking Fountains [ None |

3.6 | Benches | ‘None l

Benches — Backs and ; None i

mrests R '_ o
Renchec = Clear Ground N.A i

37 ' Picnic Tables

!

I

)‘ 361

| | (ADAAG 4.15.5) 30"x48™
T

| Access to Primary
Elements and Spaces

* Thirty-six inches is the minimum clear width for passage of a single wheelchair The 36” clear width
is also necessary for people using crutches, walkers, canes etc. The clear width may be reduced to 327

al a potnt

* Benches must have an adjacent space of at teast 30"x48" to allow a wheelchair to park near the bench
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f T . e EXTISTING | ;ecensener
. | [TEM REQUIREiMI:NT CONDITION COMMENT |
Number and Location of From Parking :
4.2 | Ourdoor Recreation Access 1 |
| Routes (ADAAG 43.2) area _ B ;
4.6 | Maximum grade 5% Acceptable ]
! T Gates. Doors, and other :
L 47 Entryways 1 ) 1 |
© Gates, Doors, and other Indicale k’ ]
Entryways (ADAAG direction to
L 474 0 4.13.9)-- Signs at non- : accessible Not applicable '
’ i accessible entrance(s) entrance
4102 Signs for permanent 1
.__ " | ldentification of site _ ) i [ )
| i Playground Surface i __Inadequate | ]

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR BRINGING

PIL.UMMER PARK PLAYGROUND

NTO COMPLIANCE WITH ADA REQUIREMENTS

[t would be very difficult to bring Plummer Park Playground into ADA compliance
because of the lack of on-site parking. Park visitors must parallel park Church Street
I'xtension that is a heavilv traveled street. The Open Space Plan recommends that the

playground be re-located to a site that has space for on-site parking.

In the meantime the tollowing changes should be made to bring the site itself into

compliance:

MR b —

1’8" maximum hcight allowance

Facility #6

Enlarge the entrance gate to a minimum width of 367
Install an “accessible™ pathway leading to the playground arca.
Install the proper surfacing material under the swings
Include at teast onc “accesstble™ playground structure in the playground area.
The existing bleachers are non-compliant. The first row height exceeds the

RIVERDALE PLAYGROUND

Location;
Size: 26.11 acres
Zoning: R-3

Management: Recrcation Commission

Current Uses: Basketball, Soccer, baseball. swings

14

Assessor's Map 21, Parcel #7. The Riverdale Playground is located on
Providence Road, north of Bensen Road in Northbridge



Condition:

Good

Recreation Potential: Excellent

Public

Access: Yes
ADA Compliance; No

Riverdale Playground or the Goulet Property as many know it; consist of two playing
fields, and a basketball court. Tt also has a swing set, and two picnic tables. There are
no benches. There 1s no handicap access to the swing set and ne playground

equipment for the physically impaired.

The facitity has a large unpaved parking lot. The parking lot is not level. The
pathway leading up to the field is not ADDA compliant. 1t is steeper than the
maximum 1:20 slope and does not have the proper surfacing material.

RIVERDALE PLAYGROUND ADA COMPLIANCE

ITEM

e —————— ——
Space allowances

REQUIREMENT

EXISTING

CONDITION _

COMMENT

Clear Width (ADAAG
421

36" 10

No

2

142

Clear Width at Door and
Gate Openings (ADAAG

3z

Adcquate

: Parking areas and loading
zones in recreation areas
(ADAAG 4.6)

=

| Number of Accessible
: Parking Spaces

spaces

) |
i1 bcr rotal of up to 25 - _!-_I\_Ju designated
| accessible spaces

"

| Location of Accessible

Must be located nearest

. No designated

L_z'z : Parking Spaces the accessible pedestrian ‘ accessible spaces ‘
l R entrance o -

.25 | Passenger Loading Zone ) ) NO |
r 27 ‘ Parking Area Surfacing Must be stable, firm and Not adequat |
T (ADAAG 4.5.1 | slip-resistant oradeqiate
I 23 Parking Area Slope ] Acceptable .
(7% U (ADAAG 4.63) | ceep i o
| Elemeats and spaces in ) ]
i 3 the recreation | |

_environment X . |
3.1 ! Toilet Rooms T . | None
|_3.4 | Drinking Fountains 1 Nome _
|F 3.6 ; Benches }_ None i
; Benches — Backs and i
L2 | Acmrests I P I R

10 Thirry-six inches is the minimum clear width for passage of a single wheelchair. The 367 clear width
i$ also necessary for people using crutches, walkers, canes etc The clear width may be reduced to 327
at a point.
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO MAKE RIVERDALE PLAYGROUND

T ) — T T UEASTING [ ]
D, ITEM ) REQUIREMENT CONDITIONTCOMI\ N1 [
Benches ~ Clear Ground '
(ADAAG 4.15.5) J
130 : —
3.7 | Picnic Tables _ | Two | '
Access to Primary . ﬁ
| % | FlementsandSpaces | rl ot adequate ]
Number and Lacation of I From Parking area
4.2 ' Qutdoor Recreation Access Not adequare
| |Rowes(ADAAG43Y) | —l
i 4.6 - Maxmumgrade I B _Acceptable _ _«
Gates, Doors, and other ‘There are no
4.7 | Entryways entry gates or
- 1 deos | 0 _
(iates, Doors, and other —'
| ¢ Entryways (ADAAG :
L 474 | 413090
Signs at non-accessible Indicate direction to Not applicable
entrance(s) _ accessible entrance ‘ B
4102 Signs_ for permanent ! 1 l |
’ | ldentification of site i 1
| Playground Surface L ; _Inadequatc _

COMPLY WITH THE ADA RULES

The dnveway and parking lot should be re-graded and surfaced with macadam or

another surfacing material that is stable, firm and slip-resistant.

The required

number of “accessible™ parking spaces should be created near the cntrance gate and

designated as such. The pathway leading up to the field should be re-graded to

comply with the maximum 5% slope requirement. 1t the maximum slope requirement
cannot be met, then a ramp or rams with a 1:12 maximum slope should be installed to
create an accessible access to the field. The path should be paved with a suitable

surfacing material.

! Benches must have an adjacent space of al least 30"x48™ to allow a wheelchair 1o park near the

bench
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An ADA compliani pathway system should be installed to access the various {acilities
within the park. The area underneath the swing set should be resurfaced with a
material such as cngineered hardwood safety fiber; wood carpet mats or safeguard
surfacing, At least one ADA compliant play apparatus should be installed.

Facility #6

VAIL FIELD
Location: Assessor's Map 7 Parcels #141,138. Vail Field is located adjacent to
the Balmer School on Crescent Street in Whitinsville.
Size: 9 acres
Zoning: R-3

Management: Recrcation Commission

Current Uses:3 baseball diamonds, swings and a number of large play structures tor
young children

Condition;  Very good

Recreation Potential: Excellent

Public Access: Yes

ADA Compliance: No

Vail Field has three baseball/softball diamonds, and bleachers. There are two play
areas: one area has a large swing set and the other has several large pieces of play
equipment designed for elementary school age children.

VAIL FIELD ADA COMPLIANCE

T ' TN '
ST ITEM | REQUIREMENT L CEO}I(Q-IISJ]['%:?SN | coMMENT
| 1| Space allowances ) ST T T
| 1.1 :_* Clear Width (ADAAG 4.21) ' 36" " ] Adequate
I Clear Width at Door and : ?::g;ﬂr‘zi‘;‘:“j:l;“
. 1.13 | Gate Openings (ADAAG 32" | quate.
42.1)

| {ADAAG 4.6)

.Parking arcas and loading
2 zones in recreation areas

: 2 ;
| | Parking Spaces — | to 25 spaces

Number of Accessible 1 per total of up | 42 parking- spaces -
| 1 handicap van space, |

"2 "I hirty-six inches is the minimum clear width for passage of a single wheelchair. The 36 clear width
is also necessary fur people using crutches, walkers, canes etc. The clear width may be reduced to 327
at a point,
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T —

ITEM |

REQUIREMENT

T EXISTING
CONDITION

[ comment |

1 handicap space

| T.ocation of Accessible
i Parking Spaces

Must be located
nearest the

+ 2 designated
accessible spaces near

. Picnic Tables

22 accessible accessible pedestrian
i pedestrian entrance
- _ .. _ [|emrancc |
2.5 | Passenger Loading 7one ) No i B
" Parking Area Surfacing Must be stable, Adequatc |
27 | (ADAAGA45.L tirm and slip- l
L resistamt L [
. 4g | Parking Area Slope Acceptable (
® | (ADAAG 4.6.3) |
Elements and Spaces in the '
. .— | Recreation Environment — —
31 Yoilet Rooms . None '
_ 34" [ Drinking Fountains None ]
3.6 ! Benches | None :
. Benches - Backs and | None
3.61
Armrests
i Benches -- Clear Ground
(ADAAG 4.15.5) 30"x48™" 1

Access to Primary
: Elements and Spaces

4:N

ot adcquate. .

Nuraber and Location of
. Outdoor Recreation Access
Routes (ADAAG 4.3.2)

From Parking ' ' 2

area

4.6 Maximum gradc

‘ 595

Gates, Doors, and other
47 Entrywavs
i

i Entryways (ADAAG
4.1.3 9)-- Signs at non-

}' jl Gates, iFﬁrs, and other
\ accessible entrance(s)

direction to
accessible
entrance

1+ Acceptable

Several
!

. Not étpplicﬁblc

Signs for pcrmanen-t_
Tdentification of site

S
— !
<&
to

l

Accepiable

1

| Playground Surface ]

Inadequate

L L.

B

The accessible parking and access to the field meets ADA requirements. The fields
and play areas are accessible through several openings in the chain link fence. There

are 42 parking spacces including onc designated handicap spacc and one designated
handicap van space. However there arc deficiencies within the ficld arca.

'* Benches must have an adjacent space of at least 30"x48” 1o allow a wheelchair to park near the

bench
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There are no designated “accessible™ paths to the baseball diamonds.

2. The play arca does not meet ADA requirements. The access path system to the
area and trom onc structure 1o another within the play arca is not adequate.
The surfacing matenal bencath the structures is sand, which is non-compliant.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR BRINGING VAIL FIELD
INTO COMPLIANCE WITH ADA REQUIREMENTS

An ADA complaint pathway should be installed from the parking lot into the
playground. Both areas should be re-surfaced with a suitable material such as
engineered hard wood safety fiber, wood carpet mats, or safeguard surfacing.

ADA complaint pathways should be installed connecting the various play structures
within the area. ADA compliant plav apparatuses should be installed.

Facility #9
ROCKDALE MEMORIAL PARK

Location: Assessor's Map 22A, Parcel 169, Rockdale Memorial Park is located
on Providence Road, just south of Sutton Sireet in the village of
Rockdale

Size: 26,657 sq. ft.

Zoning: B-1

Management: Board of Selectmen

Current Uses: Passive recreation.

Condition: Good

Recreation Potential: Not suitable for active recreation
Public Access: Yes

Rockdale Memotial Park 1s located on the corner of Providence Road and School
Street. The site’s topography is its major constraint. It slopes downward from ecast to
west. It is used for passive recreation and memorial ceremonies. It is a peaceful,
shady park. The most prominent feature of the site is the War Memorial.

There is limited parallel parking available on two abutting strcets. There is
limited pedestrian access into the park duc to the site’s topography. It is accessible
from Providence Road via 4 steps.

There are several benches on the site; however, there is not a clear area next to the
benches that could accommodate a wheelchair,
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Facility #10
ROCKDALE LEGION FIELD

Location: Assessor’s Map 22A Parcel 169. Rockdale L.egion Field is located on
Church Strect, east of Beane's Lane in the village of Rockdale

Size: 9 acres

Zoning: R-5

Management: Owned by the Rockdale Foundation. Recreation Commission
schedules sports activities at the site, DI'W handies the routine
maintenance.

Current Uses: Soccer, Little League Baseball, 7 swings and 2 babyv swings

Condition:  Good

Recreation Potential: Excellent

Public Access: There is a large parking lot adjacent to the ficld that is shared with the

Legion Hall

The Legion Field has been a favorite recreation site for many vears. The 9-acre site is
level. There are several fields at this site. The access 1o the {ields does not comply
with the ADA requirements. The handicap parking spaces are not located close to the
cntrance, excepl tor 3 spaces that are located near a wide chain link gate near the
Legion Hali,



CONSERVATION LANDS

The Conservation Commission has jurisdiction over a number of municipally owned
sites in Northbridge. The Commission does not have the resources to manage these
properties. The DPW does minimal, occasional maintenance on these sites despite the
fact that there is no budget item for it.

None of the sites are handicap accessible. The Open Space Committce recommends
that the Conservation Commitiee develop a strategy and schedule to improve the
accessibility of thesc sites.

‘The Mumford Riverwalk is also a municipally owned conservation area, however, it
1s under the jurisdiction of the Board of Sclecttnen rathey than the Conservation
Commission.

The Whitinsville Water Company owns the Detwyn Barnes Memonal Park, a 9-acre
site on Mcadow Pond. It is vpen to residents of Northbridge for passive recreation
including swimming. The park includes the Stanley Thomas Beach, which is run by
the town’s Youth Commission.

Each of the conscrvation arcas is described below.

C oﬁservation Site #1
ARCADE POND

Location: Assessor’s Map 6, Parcel 33, Arcade Pond is located off of Main,
l.ake and Crescent Streets in the village ol Whitinsville

Size; 26.9 acres.

Zoning: R-3and R-5

Management: Conservation Commission

Current Uses: Passive recreation.

Condition: Good

Recreation Potential: Not suitable for active recreation

Public Access: Pedestrian access is available from Lake Street and Crescent Street.

Arcade Pond is a man-made pond. Residents and visitors use the pond for ice-skating
and fishing.
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Conservation Site #2

BENNETS PASTURE
Location: Assessor's Map 21, Parcel #133.  Bennets Pasture is located off of
Fowler Road
Size: 17 acres.
Zoning: R-3 and R-2

Management: Conservation Commission

Current Uses: Un-used

Condition:  Good

Recreation Potential: May be suitable for aclive recreation

Public Access: Access difficult. There is no on —site parking and Fowler Road is not
wide enough for on street parking.

Bennets pasture is not used at this time, It is adjacent to a large undeveloped parcel of
land and may be suitable for cither active or passive recreation at some point in the
tuture.

Conservation Site #3

ELECTRIC POND
Location: Assessor’s Map 25 Parcel 79 Electric Pond is located On Providence
Road (Rt. 122) in the Village of Rockdale.
Size: 2.8 acres
Zoning: R-2

Management: Conservation Commission
Current Uses; No facilities

Condition:  Poor, seasonal pond
Recreation Potential: Poor

Public Access: Poor

ADA Compliance: No

Electric Pond is an unimproved site. There is no access, no parking and no facilities at
Electric Pond, There are no services provided on site. The site has numerous severe
constraints, which make it unsuitable for recreational activities. A large portion of it
is underwater at least part of the year. Thete is no on site parking and no on street
parking on busy Providence Road.

Former selectman Ross Rajotte has been an advocate for the creation of a swimming

facility on Electric Pond. This would be difficult duc to the constraints mentioned
above.
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Conservation Site #4
FLLEICHER STREET CONSERVATION LAND

Location: Assessor’s Map 4 Parcels #3 and # 6. The Fletcher St. Forest is
' located on Fletcher and Elm Streets

Size: 33.29 acres

Zoning: R-4

Management: Conservation Commission

Current Uses: No facilities

Condition:  Good

Recreation Potential: Excellent for passive recreation
Public Access: From Fletcher Street

ADA Compliance: No

The thirty-three acre Fletcher Street Pine Forest is an imporiant wildlile habitat, It is
also important visually. If you drive down Hill Street approaching Main Street, The
stand of pines provides a pleasant and natural backdrop to the Memorial Square area.
The pine forest also has great potential for passive recreation. The existing walking
trails are not in good shape and should be improved.

There is the potential to link this sitc with the Mumford Riverwalk, and then to the
Town Owned Riley Pond and beyond. The site is not accessible to individuals with
disabilities. :

Conservation Silc #5
LAKE STREET PARCEL

Location; Assessor’s Map 7, Parcel #161.  The Lake Street Conservation land is
located on Lake Sureet in the vitlage of Whitinsvilte

Size: 3.94 acres.

Zoning; R-5

Management: Conservation Commission

Current Uses: Passtve recreation.

Condition: Good

Recreation Potential: Not suitable for active recreation

Public Access: Very good pedestrian access. Limited parallel parking on Lake Strect

The Lake Street Conservation land is adjacent to the Mason Property and provides
access to it. Tt is an unimproved site, but has potential for passive recreation.
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Conservation Site #5
MASON PROPERTY

Location: Assessor’'s Map 7, Parcels 162 and 234. The Mason Property is off
of Chestnut Street and Lake Street in the village of Whatinsville

Size: 30.60 acres.

Zoning: R-3 and R-1

Management: Conscrvation Commission

Current Uses: Passive recreation.

Condition; Good

Recreation Poltential: Not suitable for active recreation

Public Access: Pedestrian access available from Lake Streei

The Mason Property 1s deciduous woodtand with significant wetlands. There arc
trails traversing the site but they are not maintained on a regular basis, It has great
potential if the pathway network was improved and maintained.

Conservation Site #6
MUMFORD RIVERWALK

Location: Assessor’s Map 5, Parcels 49, 50, 51, 52, 54,55, 'The Mumford
Riverwalk is located off of Linwood Avenue in the village of
Whitinsville

Size: 1lacres.

Zoning: R-3 and R-6

Manauement: Board of Selectmen

Current Uses: Passive recrealion.

Condition:  Very Good

Recreation Potential: Not suitable for active recreation

Public Access: Pedestrian access available from Linwood Avenue

‘The Mumford Riverwalk was created in the mid-1990s. [t is an eleven-acte linear
greenway abutting the Mumford River. Tt is accessible to “multi-ferrain wheel chairs”
and most sections of the walk are relativelv level. Currently, visitors have to leave the
site and walk along Linwood Avenue for several hundred feet before re-entering the
site. This is necessary to avoid a wetland area. [t is hoped that, in the near future, a
boardwalk can be created to traverse this area. It will then be possible to complete the
entire walk without leaving the site. There are also plans to develop a pond overlook
adjacent to an existing parking area. This feature will be “accessible™.

The Friends of the Mumford Riverwalk is a private group that oversees the riverwalk
and raises money to make improvements.
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Conscrvation Site #7
RILLEY POND

Location: Assessor’s Map 3, Parcel 6. Riley Pond is located on Castle Hill
Road in the village of Whitinsviile

Size: [6.92 acres.

Zoning: R-1

Management: Conservation Commission

Current [Jses: Passive recreation.

Condition: Good

Recreation Potential: Not suitable for aciive recrcation

Public Access: Very good pedestrian access. Limited parallel parking on Castle Hill
Road

The Riley Pond parcel includes the large pond and land surrounding it for a total of
nearly 17 acres. The existing trails are not improved; however, the area has great
potential. The site could be an interesting destination in itselll It could also be a
segment of a longer greenway connecting the Mumford Riverwalk, the Fletcher Street
Conservation Land, Riley Pond and the Castle TTili Development open space.

Conservation Site #8
SHINING ROCK.

L.ocation; Assessor’s Map 26, Parcel 26.  Shining Rock is located off of School
Street in the village of Rockdale

Size: 40.03 acres.

Zoning: R-2

Management: Conservation Commission

Current Uses: Passive recreation.

Condition:  Good

Recreation Potential: Not suitablc for active recreation

Public Access; Pedestrian access available from School Street

Shining Rock is a large rock outcropping. There is a spectacular view from the top
looking down to the valley below. The access road is dirt/gravel with deep ruts
caused by continuous crosion. The climb to the top is somewhat difficult as the trails
are steep.

There is no parking available at the School Street entrance. A proposal for a
residential development and golf course is under review by the Planning Board. The
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developer has proposed access to Shining Rock from the development. It will include
a small parking lot. More importantly, it will enable access to Shining Rock from
basically the same clevation as the look out.
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APPENDIX 2: MAPS

. ZONING MAP
. SURFICIAL GEOGRAPHY MAP (Mass GIS)

. OPEN SPACE MAP (Mass GIS)

. WASTE SITE CLEAN UP MAP (Mass GIS)
. COMMUNITY WATER SUPPLY MAP (Mass GIS)

. LAND USE MAP (Mass GIS)

. OPEN SPACE MAP (CMRFC)

. OPEN SPACE ACTION PLAN MAP (CMRPC)
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APPENDIX 3: LETTERS OF SUPPORT

Northbridge Board of Selectmen
Northbridge Planning Board

Central Mass Regional Planning Commission



TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE
OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER
NORTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
7 MAIN STREET

WIHITINSVILLE. MASSACHUSETTS 01588
Phone- (508) 234-2095 Fax- (508) 234-7640

March 19, 2002

Mrs. Barbara Gaudette
500 Hill Street
Whitinsville, MA 01588

Dear Mrs. Gm?!(e: )@W '

This is to contirm that the Northbridge Board of Selectmen heard your presentation on
the "revised drafi" of the Open Space Plan at their regular meeting of March 18, 2002.
The Board commented favorably on the draft plan goals and the action agenda. Subject
to fiscal constraints, the Board asked that I write to confirm their support the draft plan as
presented. We thank you very much for your hard work and dedication to the Town of
Northbridge. :

Sincercly,

Ny
William F. Williams
Town Manager

¢: Board of Selectmen
Central Mass. Regional Planning Commission

s/



TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE

PLANNING BOARD

7 MAIN STREET
WHITINSVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 01588

PHONE: (508) 234-2447 FAX: (508) 234-0814

February 28. 2002

Northbridge Open Space Committee
Northbridge Town Hall

7 Main Street

Whitinsville, MA 01588

RE: 2001 Open Space and Recreation Plan

Dear Members:

The Northbridge Planning Board would like to thank vou all for your extraordinary hard
work in drafting the 2001 Northbridge Open Space and Recreation Plan. The citizens

of Northbridge should be as thankful as we are of your ctforts to plan for the conservation
and protection of the ‘Town’s open space and recreation lands. The plan was well

written and takes a comprehensive look at Northbridge's needs. concerns and goals for
protection and conservation. You sheutd be proud of vour eftorts.

The Planning Board is more than willing to partner with vou in order to assist you in
achicving the goals vou have set. It at any time you wish 1o discuss the plans or concerns
of the Open Space Committee. please contact Town Planner. Adam Gaudette, at 234-
2447 and he will be happy to place you on the agenda for an available Planning Board
Meeting.

Chairman, Northbridge Planning Board



& centrol mossochusetts reglonql plcmmng commission -

o
SNy
D> EE BN

.. 35 I-‘a_ vord StreeL .. N
o Lsreester M1 01606-2801
* Fhore (508) 7556-77:7
* Fox (508). 792-6818

February 15, 2002

Northbridge Open Space Committee
Memorial Town Hall

7 Main Street

Whitinsville, MA 01588

Dear Committee Members:

I enjoyed reading your Open Space Plan. 1 found the “story-telling” style a perfect
vehicle for explaining the wonderful opportunities for preserving the Town'’s resources, yet
not minimizing the great challenges this effort entails.

The Plan seems to accurately depict the current situation with respect to recreation and .
conservation issues. The many assets the Town has to offer are noted with pride, while the
‘dangers affecting their worth, and even their very existence, are spoken plainly. By laying
out clear choices, issues can be discussed and action taken, or not taken, depending upon
local support and financial resources.

Representing a regional perspective I found opportunities for cooperating with the
Town’s ne:ghbormg communities given thorough discussion. Some of the regional initiatives
discussed in the report include:

~ Improving access to the Blackstone and Mumford Rivers for active recreation. The
Plan also notes that regional cooperation is needed to help clean-up the Blackstone,

+ Linking open space in Northbridge with open space in adjacent communities.
Examples shown on the Open Space Map include Imtiatlve 1 (Greystone/Shining
Rock) and Initiative 2 (Upton St. to Grafion town hne)

+ Working closely with other member communities in the John H. Chaffee BRVNHCC
to preserve the historical integrity of the entire Blackstone Valley.

+ Establishing a greenway network to preserve river corridors and wildlife habltats in
their natural state.

+ Within and around Northbridge lie numerous regional open space amenities, such as
Purgatory Chasm, the Blackstone Canal, West River Dam, and Upton State Forest.
When opportunities arise, linkages should be pursued to sohdxfy connections from
such facilities to other protected open space parcels.

The report identifies numerous strategies and specific actions for enhancing recreation-

opportunities in Northbridge as well as for preserving the Town’s natural resources and
cultural landscapes. With strong development pressures affecting the Blackstone Valley as a .

Senving Lozel Taenrrent in Central ~id Snut~en Llorcester Couniy



whole, it is clear that the Committee will not be able to rest with the approval of the Plan.
Rather, the Committee should try to reach out to the entire community to achieve as many of
the recommendations as possible before impending growth closes the window now open.

If CMRPC can be of any assistance in your etforts, do not hesttate to call.
Sincerely

Williarm Scanlan, AICP
Community Development Manager



APPENDIX 4:

NORTHBRIDGE OPEN SPACE AND
RECREATION SURVEY



The Northbridge Open Space and Recreation Survey

The Northbridge Open Space and Recreation Committee is conducting this survey to get in-put from the Town's
reswlents on the open space, conservation and recreation needs of the Town. The results of the survey will be used
to guide the process of updating the Town’s Open Space and Recreation Plan.

Please bring the completed survey ro the Annual Town Meeting or return it to the Northbridge Town Hall,

If more than one individual in your houschold wishes to respond 1o the survey, you may make additional copies or
call 234-6531 o request additional copies.

PLEASE ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BELOW AND INCLUDE COMMENTS IF YOLU"D LIKE,

TOWN CHARACTER

1. Do you consider Northbridge:

Q A rural town?
] A suburb of Worcester ?
d A bedroom community ?
O A town in transition?
2. Inyour opinion, which of the following do you think are the three most critical problems facing Northbridge?
1= the most critical, 2- somewhat critical, 3 = least critical
O Uigh property taxes W Loss of Agricultural Land
O Need for additional recreation and conservation = Need for commercial and/or industrial
lands development
O Pollution of the Town's water bodies and wetlands 0 Preserving the character of the town
01 Rapid rate of residential development in the town
3 What do you like best about living in Northbridge? _
4. What do you like least about living in Northbridge? }

How important is it to preserve

. Buildings of historical or architectural interest 5 4 3 2 1 Fircle the corresponding number |
. Conservation areas for wildlife corridors 54321 3 - Very lmportant

. Farmlands 54321 <4 - Important :
. Open space to protect natural resources 54321 3~ Neutral |
s Open space for passive recreation 54321 2 ~ Less important |
. Places of historical value Public shade Lrees 543121 [ —Notat all importan ]
" Scenic Roads 543121

6.  What residential growth policy do you faver for Northbridge?
U ~No growth
Q) Concentrate growth in existing developed areas
U Growth through out the town

7. What commercial and industrial growth policy do you favor?
U Concentrate urowth in existing developed areas
1 No growth



OPEN SPACE
1. How important is preservation of open space?
__VeryImportant __lmportant __ Neutral __ Less important __ Not important
2. How would you prioritize the following options to preserve open space and recreation arcas?
O Acquire land and easements to create a town trail system.
O Acquire important open space parcels for conservation and passive recreation
O Acquire land and easements to preserve significant and historic views along roads or from public places.
{3 Build new recreation areas and acquire land to do so if necessary
RECREATION
1. How satisfied are you with the Town’s recreational facilities for children and youth in the Town?
_ Verysatisfied __ Somewhat satisfied __ Neutral __Notsatisfied  __ Totally dissatisfied
2. How satisfied are you with the Town's recreational facilities for adults?
__Vervsatisfied __ Somewhat satisfied __Neutral _ Notsatisfied __ Totally dissatisfied
3. Does the Town sponsor enough recreational activities” __Yes _No
4. Which of the following facilities would you like to see improved or provided?
__ Bike paths/trails; bike lanes __Hiking and cross country skiing trails
__Conscrvation Areas __ e skating rink
__ Children’s Play Areas __ Large park with many facilities
__ Family Picnic Areas __Local neighborhood parks
___ Sports Fields __ OQutdoor amphitheater
__ Golf Course __ Boat launches
__Recreation center building __ Additional swimming facilitics
__Tennis Courts ___ Other (Please specify)
5. Prioritize the following strategies .
__Maintain current recreation areas and facilities
__Acquire additional land for conservation and recreation
__ Place equal emphasis on acquisition and maintenance
What do vou like best about living in Northbridge? ) _
7. What do you like least about living in Northbridge? .

In order to help us interpret the results of this survey, please answer these questions.

1.

2.

»

J

How long have you been a Northbridge resident?

___ Lessthan 5 years __5-10years __ 10-20 years __mere than 20 years
What best describes the area of town in which you live?
__Linwood __ Riverdale __Rockdale __Whitinsville

Which of the following best describes your current living situation?

Young adult couple without children __ Family with grown children no longer at home

Two parent family with young children __ Senior couple or family
Single parent family with young children __ Senior living alone
Family with older children __ Unrelated adults

Thank vou for responding 1o this survev. Your thoughts and opinions are important.



APPENDIX 4
NORTHBRIDGE OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION SURVEY

The following comments were made in response to the questions;,  “What do you
like most About Northbridge?” and “What do you like lcast about Northbridge?™ in
the Open Space and Recreation Survey.

“What do you like most About Northbridge?”

Architecture around Memorial Square
Calm, friendly™--2, “Fverybody knows your name.
Churches-—3 (“Quality ol life™)
Community Center

Country town--3
Downtown --2
Focus on Youth, Youth Commission
Friendly—-4, familiarity,

Geography, river valley, hills and ponds.
Good governing

Hill Street

" Historic Character --8

Hometown—3, tamily --2, “our roots arc here”

Lakes without powerboats

Location--4: Work opportunities, “Close to cities” 4, “Good access to employment
in Worcester and Providence™, “Close to major highways.”--2
Low Crime--2

Low traffic--2

Neighborhood quality -2

Old houses

Open Space--8, “Open Farm Land”

Pace

People -7

Plenty of Services--2

Privacy

Quict -7

Recreational opportunuties -- 2

Rivers

Rural Atmosphere-- 24

Safe

Scenic Roads



School System

Sense of community — 7

Small Town -6

Small Town--16, “New England Village”, “Home town fecling™—2."Closeknit”
Town Character ---6

Trees and Woods Surrounding Us. “Green space™

Variety ol activities available

“What do you like most About Northbridge?”

“Blighted areas™--2, “Slum lords”

Community Center 1s {00 expensive

Commute to work--2, commute to Boston--2, commuter congestion
Commuter congestion

Congestion

Development ncar reservoirs and woods

Downtown: “Empty store fronts on Church Street”, appearance of downtown
properties

Drug use

Gossip

Growing town

[nadequate schools

Lack ol concern for 10-17 year olds, No youth center

Lack of Cultural diversitv

Lack of Good Restaurants--3

Lack of good roads

"Lack of Industry

Lack of Open Space--3, “no woods™, Disappearing open space, “Lack of Public
Land™--2

Lack of Park and Recreation Land.

Lack of reereation fields--2

Lack of recycling cfforts

Lack of services

Lack of sidewalks, poor sidewalks (Goldthwaite)
Lack of sophistication

Lazy people who don’t vote.

Less development land available

Loss of open space, “Loss of wilderness™

Low expectations, low self esteem

Mill Area

No school vouchers

Not child friendly, no parks

Not doing enough to preserve character

Not enough commerce or industry




Not enough retail—4,

Nothing for Rockdale

Plummers Comer--3

Poor care of existing parks

Poor Housing, Welfare Housing. Too much rental properly. Poverty
Poor Quality Roads

Potential for over crowding

Rapid residential Development — 30, the way growth is handled
Riverdale Bridge out

Rockdale and the Village

Taxes

Threatened by developers

Too much building

Town Politics, “petty”, “Town Manager and his spending”, “Lack of political action”,
“old boy politics™, dissention over issues,

Traffic —13, traffic lights

Urban sprawl
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Open Space and Recreation Survey
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What Residential Growth policy do you faver?
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APPENDIX 6

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING

OPEN SPACE PARCELS
THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA SHOULD BE CONSIDERED WHEN
EVALUATING AN OPEN SPACE PARCEL.

1. Environmental Significance
Vegetation
Wetland
Ability to support wildiife
Contribution to biodiversity

2. Aquiter Protection

Located in Zone 1
Located in Zone I1

Historic Significance

4. Scenic Value
Significant views from the site
Significant views of the site
Significant views within site

5. Potential to Connect with Existing Open Space

6. Recreation Potential
Potential for active recreation
Potential for passive recreation
Potential as component of a town wide trail system

7. Access
Access from and to the site
Access through the site
Possibility for parking

8. Agricultural Significance

W

Cropland

Grazing land
9. Potential for Municipal Use
10. Ownership

Ability to Purchase.
Are sellers willing?






